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' AN 
Advertiſement 


TO T IE 


READER 


T is thonglit neceſſary to 
aſſure the P«blick, that the 
following Treatiſe is a ge« 

| mine Piece of that reverend 

Author, whoſe name it bears; 

*twas left finiſhr under his own 

hand, and may ſerve as a freſh 

proof of that zrue Chriſtian Zeal 
which 'inflamed his Mind, and 
extended his Concern, to: the 
neceſſities. of thoſe miſerable 

Wretches, who are confined to 

Priſons for CRIMES and Deb. 
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An Advertiſement 

Such affliting Circumſtances, 
naturally incline Men to Conſt- 
deration, the ' want whereof 1s 
for the molt part the true cauſc 
of all their Misfortunes ; but 
fince it isas impoſiible tro make 
that undone, that 1s once done, 
as it 1s to call back Time; the 
only remedy that is left for the 
returning S::21er, is to make all 
thoſe Re-xratons'to God and 
Man awhich his partieular-cafe 
will admit off: Now to thisPur- 
pole he is here ſuraifli with ya» 
riety of Directions both how to 


begin and compleat his Repen- 


tance, aud:with variety of Devo- 
tions'to imploce the afliſtance of 
that Grace, which is ſo neceſlary 
in order to his recoyery. 

- There has been fo. little. writ 
upon'tluisamportantSubject,thax 
I per{wade my Self rhe Publicas 
tion of it; will be very grateful 
to all good Men,. who rejoyce 
at any means that are uſed ito 

reſcue 
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- to the Reader. 


:reſcue captives from the Slavery 
of Satan : Beſides the accurate 


Manafement of the Argument, 
will recommend] it to theAppro- 


bation of rhe moſt judicious, 


Compolures of Devotzou,whetr 
perfect in their kind,I think may 
very well be ranked among ſome 
of rhe difficult performances in 
Divinity; ſince they require not 
.only propriety and decency of 
.Expreſiion; but a mature Judg- 


| ment; ſpiricualized AfﬀcRions ; 


and a moſt comprehenfive know- 
ledge of all Chriſtian Duties, to. 
_— them Compleat ; that 
while the-mind is ſtor'd with 
rules to makea ſound Judgment, 
the will may be determined to 
the choice of what is juſt, and 
g1:the faculties wing'd to the 
{wifteſt proſecution of it. 

How far this Devout Office an- 
{wers. that Character, mult be 


| left to the world to Judge, but 


the talent ourPiovs and Learned 
Author 


by a TD DE . - 
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An Advertiſement, &c. 
Author had that way is ſo well 


known,that I need ſay no more| 


to fatisfie the Reader, than to 
allure him this is of a piece with 
what he has already publiſhed 
in that kind. 

God grant that it may Attain 
that End which he Aimed at in 
this and all his other Writings, 
which was the Service of his 
Bleſſed Maſter, and the Salva-' 
tion of thoſe Souls which were 
redeemed by his moſt precious 
Bloud ; that they may both per- 
ceive and know thoſe things which 
they ought to do, and may have 
Grace and Power faithfally to fuk 
#1 the ſame, AMEN. 


$th March, 1698. | 
Blackbeath, " N elſon. 
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TO THE 


READER 


Reader, 


HE Cafe of Poor Priſc= 
ners,both for Crimes, and 
alſo for Debt, is very la- 

mentable, and uncomfortable, with 
Relation to their Bodies; but more 
with Relation to their mot Precie 
ous Souls And Ithink it a Good 
Piece of Charity to Diredt them, 
how in their moſt Dangerous Cir 
cumſt ances they may, however, ſet 
their Souls Safe, and alſo Provide 
for their Bodily Straights; making 
them as eaſy and advantageous to 
them, yea,and T add really as ſafe 
too, as their Caſe admits to make 
them, 
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To the READER. 


"But when ſuch Helps are proves 
ded for them, theſe miſerable Per- 
ſons are neither like to inquire af- 
ter them, nor be at any Charge to 
$uy. them for themſelves. And 
therefore another Sort of Charity 
will ſtill be wanting to theirReleif, 
and that u,theCharity of ſome Pi- 
ous Perſons to Diftribute P aw 
Helps among. Priſoners, and. put 
them into their hands, And when 
Compaſſionate andCharitable Per 
ſons, * do not Vifit Priſons theme 
fetves , methinks ſuch of them as 
are of Ability, ſhould not think 
much to ſend ſuch Vifitants and 
Companions as theſe among them. 
have Prepared this littlePiece 
to be ſent Abroad, both to Furniſh 
them with Particular Diretons, 
cad alſo with Particular Prayers, 
for their ſeveral” Nees o#d hard 
Circumſtances. And I hope God 
will from Tre to Time flir 
up. ? 'e Spirit of ſome or other 
of his Pevout and Charitable 
ere 
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To The READER. 


Servants in Several Countzes , 
to fend ſome of theſe Pieces 
( or others which they like bet- 
ter) to be Diftributed ſome 
Due Time before the Aſſizes in. 
their Neighbouring . Priſons. By 
Gods Bleſſing they may Help 
to Save many. Souls by this 
Means; at leaff they will 
greatly Benefit , and Recom- 
mend their own to hu- Mercy, 
who ſets not ſo much by any 
Charity, as by that of Con- 
verting Sinners, from rhe Er- 


ror of their ways. 
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Brief Dire&tions 


FOR 


PRISONERS 


FOR 


; CRIMES, 


AND FOR 


PRISON ERS 


DEBT: 


L Special DireQions, for Priſo- 
ners for Crimes. 


CHAP. I 


How to Behave and Employ them- 
ſelves, after Commitment, and 
before the Tryal. 


I. S ſoon as you are Commit<« 
ted to the Priſon, begin 
ſcrioully to Conſider, and 


Reſolve within your Self, 
| how to ſpend your Time there. ” 
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Special Direftions, for _ 


Do. not once fancy, that you mult. 
Iye ſhut-out there from all Buſjnels, and 


Condemned to a State of Idleneſs. Bur 
ſet your Self with all your might; ro 
mind the one thing necefſary, viz. The 
Great Work. of Repentance, and mak- 
ing your Peace with Almighty God : 
And know affuredly, that this will cut 
out Work enough for you, and of more 
Comfort.and Profit to your Soul, than 
-any other Employments which you have 
formerly been uſed to. 

And do not think of leaving this 
moſt neceſſary and importantWork for 
an after-Game, and that it will be time 
enough to fall ro it after you have recei- 
ved Sentence of Condemnation, For 
this ſhews, chat .you do not yet think 
Reperitance to be the Work of a Liv- 
G8, but only of a Condemn'd and Dy- 
ing Perſon, and that if you cou'd have 
any Hopes to live on,you would Reſerve 
your Self and are Reſolved to Sin on, 
And whan you come to it with this 
Miad , you are never like to do much 
Good inthe way of Repentance ; nor 
is it lixe to do much Good to. you. 
Beſides, the Review and Amendment 
of a whole Life, and making your 
Peace with God and Men after a long 


courſe” 
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Priſoners for Crimes, 
oourſe of Provocations againſt both, if 
it be doneas it ſhould be, is a Work 
of more Time, and Difficulty, and 
Thoughtfulneſs, than you are aware of. 
And after Sentence is once paſſed ups 
on them, the wretched Criminals often 
times are either ſo Deje&ted with their 
Misfortunes, or ſo Diſtracted with 
Terrors, that their Minds are not Ca- 
pable, to be any thing near ſo compo- 
ſed, Intent, and Thoughtful, as the 
Work of Repentance Requires ; or 
to make half ſo much uſe as they ſhould 


; ofthat little Time which is left them. 


Not ro put them in mind likewiſe, that 
Conſiderable. parts even of that little 
Time will be ſnatched away from this 
Grand Buſineſs, to be taken up in 
Farewel Viſits, ſome of Bulineſs,others 
of Love and. Kindneſs, and in other 
Avocations and Interruptions, which 
both the Noiſy and Incommodious State 
of Priſoners, and the Condition of 
Perſons taking a Deliberate Leave of 
this World, muſt expect to meet 
with. 

As ſoon therefore as you are ſhut up 
from others, fall ro Converſe with your 
Self and Call your own Heart and Ways 


with: 
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Special Dire@ ions, for 

with Seriouſneſs to think of leaving 
this World, and of Giving a Sirict 
Account tothe Dreadful Judge of Hea- 
ven and Earth, of all the Good or E- 
vil which you did whilſt you lived in 
it, and of the many Things which you 
need to amend, and have to do,to make 
yourPeace withGod, before you leave it: 

Eerſt, fix your Thoughts on Heaven 
and Hell, and look upon them as m3t 
Real and Certain Things, and as Srares 
of utmoſt Joy or Greif, and of Endleſs 
Continuance. They who will not 
Believe that there is an Hell,ſhall ſurely 
feel. it: And when, by feeling the 
moſt ExquiſitePains thereof, they come 
to be Convinced to their Coſt that 
there is One; they ſhall be for ever 
incapable, either. to bear ir, or to get 


out of it, Who can abide the Rage- 


ing Torture of Fire and Flames, and- 


i Dwell with everlaſting Burnings ? Who 
can Endureto be perpetually gnawed, 
and pierced.to the quick, with theWorm 
of Conſcience,always accuſing and tor- 
menting him,and eating through hisSpi- 
rit?To lyedown in. aBed of Sorrow, yea, 


- and which he has madlyChoſen,and ob- 
| RtinatelySoughit. out for himſelf :Where 


there is nothing,] but Anguiſh wichour | 
Qs. | 


CERES. On 1-9 


RF; 


PRION np 


4 


Priſoners for Crimes: 


abatement, and Horror without hope 3 
and wherein there neither is, nor can 
be the leaſt Glimps of theDivine Mer- 
Cy, but inexorable Juſtice comes Armed 
with Power, to heap on ſuch Plagues, 
as an Almighty God can inflit,and an 
immortal Sinner can ſuffer , for ever« 
more. 

And afſure your Self, that this will 
ſurely be the juſt Wages of the Crime 


. for which you are made a Priſoner, and: 


the unavoidable end of your miſpent 
Life, unleſs you Employ thar little 
ſpace of Time, which you have yer 
remaining, to prevent the ſame, by 
true Repentance, and making of your 
Peace'with God before you dye. 

Being therefore without delay to 
Survey Ffour paſt Lite, and to Re- 
pent of all that needs Repen- 
tance. 

Read over your Baptiſmal Vow in 
the Church: Catechiſm, upon the in- 
gagement and undertaking whercof, 
God admitted you to the Hopes of his 
Mercy and Eternal Life in Chriſt Je- 
ſus ; and attently bethink your ſelf how 
you have keptit, And read over your 
Duty to God and to your Neighbour, 


and at every particular of each of 


then), . 


Special Dire@ons, for 
them, propeſe to your ſelf,and Conſider 
how you have Performed the fame. And 
this will ſhew you what Command- 
rents you have Broken, and what 
Sins you have to bewzil and amend,that 
you may Recover Gods Favour, and 
Prevent the 'Torments of Eternal 
Fire. Ro 

And having thus Diſcover'd what 
your Sins and Offences are, which ex- 
poſe you to Gods wrath; ſet your Self 
inſtantly ro humble your Soul for them 
before him, that ſo you may be fit for 
his Mercy. With hearty Self-abaſe- 
ment, and Condemnation - of your 
Self for the ſame, acknowledge before 
him, your own Baſeneſs, and abomi- 
nable Unthankfulnefs, and Wretched 
Folly therein. And fix in your Heart 
the Firmeſt Purpoſes of Amendment 
thereof, as ſceing aſſured!y, that there is 
no other way, either of ſhewing your 
Duty, your Love, or Thankfulneſs to 
God, or of ſaving your Self from Ever- 
laſting miſery. | 

And having thus Conſiderately, and 
fully Purpoſed this Amendment with- 
in your Self, and that of all the ſeveral 
Sins Which you find you bave been 
Guilty of, Faichfully Promiſe him, that 
| by | 


Priſoners for Crimes. 

by his Help you will Amerd them: 
And beg his Grace to fix you in this 
Purpoſe, and to Enable you,as occaſion 
is ofter'd, to perform it. And then 
humbly and. earneſtly beg his Pardon 
for all your Sins, for Jeſus Chrilt's Sake. 
And every Day afterwards,as it comes, 
apply your Selt with utmoſt Care and 
Diligence, to make Good your Work, 
and Perform theſe Promiſes, Confi- 
dering, that it isthe honeſt keepers of 
Promiſes, who are to Claim the Bene» 
firs of them ; and theretore in all the 
Opportunities you meet with afterwards, 
you muſt be ſtritly mindful according 
to your Promiſe to do better , in all 
thoſe Points wherein you had done a- 
miſs before. 

And as for all Wrong and Damage, 
which you have done to any by your 
Tranſpgrefſions , eſpecially by this for 
which you are now a Priſoner ; Reſolve 


within © your Self, to make them full 


SatisfaCtion if you are able ; or elſe, to 
make them as much SatisfaRtion as you 
can, and to beg their Pardon, and their 
Prayersto God to Pardon you, for the 
Reſt, And contrive how to do this, 
and have things in a readinels, that it 
oy be done <ffeQually gnd without 


= 


= 50 Ws 
—— 


WS —_——e—_—— ee. 


—_—_—_—  <——_— 


Or 054 


moment 


— 


Ru ozene, +. - a 
_ o ———_ — ——  — 
I 


I RC. < Wow wo EEE —_ wie rn 
< PRI a> "MPI nr es nr, 


—_ 
__ mo_ 


— 
= 


— 


Cr . : 
—_ es mi, Ro 


———__ > ee. + 
ene es. 


Dn —_ 


ent Grvs anode A AAEGL tha 


= —— wy 


” "Y - 
%. 


Special Direftions, for 

delay, as ſoon as ever it may be Prur 
dent and Convenient to do it; provr 
ding at the ſame time agaioſtCaſualties,, 
that whatever happens to you; it may 
not be finally dropt and be undone. And 
give out fuch General [ntimations be- 
fore, of your true Repentance and 
fixe Intentions, of doing juſtice accor- 
ding to your Ability, to all who have 
ſuffer'd by you, as may be ſafe for you, 
and ſomerhing of SatisfaCtion to them, 
in the mean time. And look on this 
Reparation for Wrongs, as a thing that | 
mult take Place of any Proviſions, which 
you would defire to-make for your Self, 
or your Family, out of your worldly 
Goods ;and that it is a neceſſaryCourſe, 
to prevent Gods Future Wrath, and to 
Clear your Conſcience. 

In this Great Work, of poſing, and 
purging of your Conſcience, and per: 
ting the Courſe of your Reſtituti- 
on and Repentance, and expreffing your 
Heart thereupon to Almighty God,you 
will have great need of,and may receive 
much comforiable affiſtance and benefit, 
from Godly DireCtions, and Forms of 
Prayers fitted for this purpoſe. Andif you 
are not othcrwiie provided therewith, 
your needs hercin may be ſupplyed by | 

A. 


Priſoners for Crimes: 


\ſ. a ſmall Book, intituled 4 Companion for 


#be Penitent , wherein 1s An Office for the 
Penitent ro Carry on their Reconcaliatim 
with God : And a Tryal or Judgment of 
the Soul, ro Diſacver the Safety of theirSpi- 
ritual Eſtate, &c. lately Printed. 

And during all the Time, which 
God ſhall ſpare you after your Com- 
mitment, to attend this Grand Buſineſs, 
make Pious Books your Companions, 
which you mayConverſe with as often, 
and as much as you pleaſe, and always 
with great Comfort and Advantage to 
your Self ; And Diſcreet and Religious 
Friends likewiſe, it you have any ſuch 
who wilt come at you. For their Dif. 
courſes and Devout Breathings, will be 
like gentle Blowing on dying Embers, 
and help te kindle any ſparks of Virtue 
and Goodneſs that Ilye Dormant in you. 
They will call forth your Penirential 
Relentings,and increaſe them, and bring 
you by ue totake Comfort therein,and 
Dire& you how to carry on the ſame. 
Eſpecially it you have a Wiſe and 
Faithful Guide of Souls for your 
Friend, prize his Viſits, and' make 


' the moſt of thew, ard' prepare your 


Self ſtill to receive both Dire&tion and 
Warmth from his Lips.. And be fre 
io. 


Special Diretons, for 

in 'opening your Self to him, and in 
begging his Judgment and DireQtion, 
upon all the greatPaſlages of your Life, 
and the preſent ConduCt of your Re- 
pentance, how you are to order it fo, 
as that you may be moſt ſure of making 
your Peace with Almighty God. And 
be careful to receive his DireQtions with 
Thankfulneſe, and to follow them with 
Care. 

And this way of ſpending your 
Time, in tranſating and perfecting 
your Repentance and Yeace with God, 
let me again beſeech you to look upon, 
not only asan incident , to fall in now 
and then, but as your Work and Bu- 
{ineſs in Priſon. And be ſure to keep 
your Self to it, as mach as your Spirit 
will bear. Remembring, that you 
have a Great Workto do, and no Time 
to throw away. Thatif you fail or 
fall ſhort therein, you are irreparably un- 
done for ever. And that there is 
Great Danger of your Failing, unleſs 
you ſhew ſuch an early, a watchful,and 
inceſſant care, as I adviſe you to. That 
you have been deſperately Fooliſh, as 
well as Wicked, in throwing away the 
former Days of your Life, and there- 
fore ſhould now ſeck to redegm cons 

and. 
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Priſoners for Crimes; 
and to be double diligent in the good 
Husbanding and Religious Improve- 
ment of that ſmall ſhred: thereof which 
fill remains, 

Take not therefore more than needs of 
your Precious Time, eſpecially not a- 
ny great Portions, from this molt ne- 
ceffiry and falutaryFmployment, to at- 
tend unprofitable Viſits, or to throw 
away in Idlenefs. But by no means 
ipend any Portions thereof, in that 
Cure and Diverſion of Cares , which 
alaſs! Is too often the Refuge of Impri- 
ſon'd MalefaRors,viz. Wine, and Jollity 


and Prophane and Looſe Converſation.” 


Go no more into ſuch Society,than you 
would into an Infefted Room 2 But 
Shun it as you weuid do the Plague, or 
as you would doPerfons who are throw- 
ing Fire-balls :mongCombultible Suft, 
and ſpreading Endleſs Ruine, 

And in this Courſe, wait - for the 
Seſſions or Aſzes, and continue thus 
to Employ your Self till your Tryal 


COMCLs, _ 


Chap, 
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CHAP. II. 


Hlow to Behave and Employ 
themſelves, in order to, and 
at, their Tryal. 


N D then in the next Place, as to 
what Concerns your Tryal , 

look up to God as your only Deliverer 
to bring you off there. All Tryals in 
Human Courts, are of uncertain Iſſue, 
Even the Innocent have Cauſe to Fear, 
and the Guilty much more. For there 
Men ſtand or fall, by the Underſtand- 
ing and Diſpoſitions of Judges and Ju- 
ries. And their Hearts and Minds are 
in no Hand but Gods, who Turns and 
Governs them as he pleaſes, Their 
Verdids and Sentences in T'ryals, are 
influenced and determined, either in 
Favour of the Priſoners or Againſt 
them, according as ſome things are of- 
fer'd in Evidence, or others Omitted, 


which are apt moſt to affe@ them in 


their ſeveral ways of Reaſoning and 
Believing, and iway moſt with them. 
And tho' theſe Particular Suggeſtions 
or Omiſfions in Evidence, whereon the 


Judg- 


Pe EE 
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Judgment thereof is like to turn, ſeem 
accidents to us, and were not foreſeen 
nor dreamed of by the Priſoners; yet 
are they all Wiſe Orderings and Provi- 
dences in God, fo that in the Verdict 
brought in thereupon, we have what he 
pleaſes, 

If you do Eſcape therefore at al},lay 
down this beforehand within your ſelf, 
and be both attent and fixt in the be- 
lief thereof, that it is healone whomuſt 
ſend you Deliverance, And if your 
Deliverance muſt come from thence, 
Dire&t your Eyes to him from whom 
your Help Comes, and place all your 
Confidence in his kiad and watchtul 
Providence: And when you truſt to 
bim for Deliverance, ſeek for it with 
earneſt Prayers, and beg a longer Reſ- 
pite in this World if he pleaſes, But 
withal, ſeek this with Reſignation to 
bs Holy Will, humbly ſubmiting to 
his Juſtice, if he think fit to bring you? 
toDeſervedPuniſhment for this Offence, 
for an Example to terrifie others; and 
Praying, that whatever Vengeance he 
Exacts for your Crimes here, he would 
by no means Extend his Wrath fur- 
ther, but for Chriſt Jeſus's ſake ſpare 


your Soul hereafter. 


And 
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And thus you ſee, that the Religious 
Spending of your Time, which I have 
adviſed you to, is really the belt way 
you can take to prepate for your Try- 
al, and to deliver you from ihe Sentence 
of Death here, as well as of Damnati- 
on hereafter. For if God, and his moſt 
undeferved Care and kind Provi- 
dence, muſt be your Deliverer; thee: 
Religious Exerciſes, which are the ſu- 


reſt way to gain God, muſt be the ſu- 


reſt ways of Deliverance, and they 
have moſt Hope te eſcape the Danger, 
who have done moſt and taken the 
beſt care to ſecure his Fayour. 

If you have any Matters to Order 
relating to this World,do them,as much 
as you are able,before your Trial comes 
on, and leave them not to be cared af- 
ter Sentence of Condemnation” is - paſt 
upon you, For all your Time after 
thar, will have Care and Work enough 
of its own, and ſhould therefore be 

ept as free from all other -interrup- 
tions as It Can, 

When you are going to your Trial, 
go hrſt to you Prayers, and put your 
S-If into Gods Hands, and beg his Af- 
fiſtance. Deſire that his Grace andHoe 
ly Spirit,eaay govern all your _— 

an 


[ 
Priſoners for Crimes: 
and all your Anſwers there, and pre- 
pare your Heart to expreſs your Self 
with Wiſdom, and Uprightneſs, and 
the Hearts of Judges and Juries to re- 
ceive the ſame with Favour and Ten- 
dernefs. * Remembring, that both the 
Preparations of the Heart in him who 
needs and asks Favour, and the Anſwer 
of the Tongue in thoſe who are either to 
Grant or Deny it, #& from the Lord 
Prov. 16. 1, qt - 
When you are brought upon your 
Tryal, I thiak you may fafely make 
the Legal Plea of not Guilty : For 
tho you are Guilty in reality, yet you 
are notGuilty in theEye of theLaw,till 
you are Legally found to be fo. And 
when the Law asks you this, Iconceive 
you may anſwer, not according to your 
Real, but your Legal Guiltineſs, be- 
ing innocent in Legal Eſtimate till you 
are Convicted. For 'tis the Humanity 
and Equity of our Law, as I take it, 
no: to require Criminals, Eſpecially in 
Capiral Caſes, ro Accuſe themſelves, 
which would be very-unnatpral,and ca- 
Fing off all Tenderneſs and due Res 
card to Human Weakneſs. But what- 
ever they are in Truth, it allows them 
to 7 their Guiit upon the Proof, by , 
Plea- 


16 * * Special Dire@ions, for 
Pleading not Guilty, that where they 
can not voluntary publiſh themſelves, 
and glory in a Fact as Confeſlors, they 
may be Convicted thereof by due Proof 
as Criminals, and brought t . ſuffer Pu- 
ni{ſhment for the ſame, as Common Hu- 
manity allows puniſhments ſhould be 
ſuffered, againſt their Wills. Yee, fur- 
ther ro manifeſt its moderation and diſ- 
poſition te Clemency in this Caſe,after 

hey have thus put their Guiltineſs upon 
We Proof, the Form and Voice of the 
Court is, to pray them 4 Good Delive- 

rance. | 
And having put your Self upon the 
Tryal of this Plea, you may ſay ſuch 
things in your own Favour, as you 
can fay truly. Bur ſeck not for Safety 
in Lyes, and Falſihcation of things 
againſt your own knowledge ; denying 
what you know to be True to fave 
your Selt, or poſſntively Aﬀfimmg what 
really you do not know, or perhaps 
know to be otherwiſe, Much lels ſeek 
it in Miſcheivous Lyes , to caſt your 
Faults on others, and either bring In: 
nocent Men under Suſpicion, and into 
Dangers, or makeot her Guilty Perſon 
Guilty of more than really they are : 
For this is to give God freſh Provoca- 
tions, 


Priſoners for Crimes. 
tions, and back an old Sin by a new one, 
and to forfake him when you ſtand in 
the greateſt. need of him, which is the 


readieſt way to forfeit both his Peace 


hereafter and his Preſervation here, 
and utterly to loſe ,both Him and your 
Self too. 

Truſt your Life therefore in his 
Hands, by keeping your Defence there- 
of within the Bounds of Truth and 


Juſtice : This is a Great T'ryal of your 


Faith: Bur 'tis a Tryal which you 
have wickedly brought your (elif into. 
And under the ſame, it is neceſlary for 
you thus to approve your Faith, in 
his mercy and care of you. . You have 
noFaith in him left,or none that he will 
accept of, it you forſake him and his 
ways in this difficult caſe, and fly to 
Sin to ſave yorir Self, But if you can 
rruſt wholly to his Providenec and not 
atall to evil ways, and have Faith to 
contain your Self within your Duty 
under the hazard of your Life, this 
noble Faith will be a mighty Endear- 


ment, and of Great Account in his Eyess 


nothing ever recommending poor Sin- 


ners more to God, than Faith doth, 


when it keeps them innocent and obe- 
dient in ſuch hard Tryals. 


And 
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Special DirefTions, for 

And therefore ſet your Self refofute- 
ly to aCt this Great,and moſt concerning 
Part well, and to approve your Faith 
in him when it'is Tryed.. And look 
upon this truſting of your Self to bim, 
to be the wiſeft way offavirg yourLife, 
as well as of preſerving yourlnnocence. 
For if you are Preſerved at all, as I 
ſay, you muſt owe your Preſervation 
above all things to his watchtuF Care 
and kind Providence. 'And* if 'you 


muſt receive your Life from his Hand, 
ſeek to him for it, and truſt him with 


t; and by no means leave him, to 
icek-out other unlawful Helps, which 
will be like to. Deceive you in this 
World, and are certainly the way to 
Deſtroy you afterwards, in, that which 
13 to come. 

And when you have heard your Ac- 
cuſers, and have been heard to make 
as wiſe a Defence as you could make 
for your Self with Truth and Juſtice, 


"life up your Heart to God when you 


are taken from the Bar , and humbly |. 


- and devoutly Commit the Event of 


all to him. And Pray that he will be 
pleaſed to Order it in Favour to you, 
waiting wich Patience and Rebg- 


: nation of Spirit, to ſce how he will 


Dipole 
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Difpoſe the Hearts of Judges and Juries | 


to deal with you. 

It you are Acquitted, give him 
the Praiſe. thereof, and Receive it 
with utmoſt Devotion - and Thark- 
fulneſs. But if you are brought in 
Guilry and Condemn'd, humbly Sub- 
mit your Self, and own the Juſtice 
of your Sentence: And give Glory to 
God, by juſtifying his Providence, 
which has recompenced your high 
Crimes with a deſerved Vengeance ; 
and by juſtifying bis lawful Miniſters, 
who bear the Sword in his Place, and 
uſe ir at any time upon ſuch Crimi- 
nals as you are, confeſſing freely that 
'tis uſed now in your Caſe, for 
the Puniſhment and Terror of evil; 
doers, rr 
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CHAP. III. 


Flow to Behave and Employ 
themſelves after Sentence of 
Condemnation, aud at the 
Time of Execution. 

" I ND after you have received 

Sentence, ſet your Self to loſe 
none of thoſe precious moments of Time 


which are left you, but to make the 
Wiſeſt andCaretulletUſe thereof which 


you can, in preparing for Death. | 


You are to Diſcharge this Great and 
laſt Pitrt of Dying but ' Once, Oh? 
Therefore take care to do it well. 
You can rectify or amend nothing af- 
ter, Oh! Then labour as much as in 
you lies to make all ſure, and ſet all 
ſtraight before. Finiſh all your inten- 
ded Ads of Reſtitution, and Repeat 
anew all your former Acts of Repen- 
tance, and add Earneftneſs and Vi- 
gor to them, and Perfte&t what is De- 
feaive therein, and fend them up to 


Gad intantinualStrains and Breathings 
of Devotion, either ſhort and occa(tonal 


. 
4 
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Ejaculations, or more ſet and ſolemn 


Prayers. . And to Conſummare yaur 
Repentance, and to Comfort up your 
Spirit with the Pledges of Gods Love 


and Peace, take cara before you dye 


to receive the Holy Communion, after 
you have endeavoured the beſt you 


' can to fit your Self for it, and to 


Satisfy the Holy Man who Adminiſters 
it to you, of your Fitneſs for the 
ſame. And if you can often have the 


Blefling of a Prudent and Pious Mini-. 


ſters Direction in that diſconſvlate 
time, prize it highly, and iniprove it 
diligently, and take ſuch further ways 
for the Securing of your Peace and 


| Quieting of your Conſcience, as in 


his Diſcretion he ſhall Direct .you 
tos 

And when you are brought from 
Priſon to Execution, own the juſtice of 
your Sentence: Profeſs your abhorence 
and true Repentarce of the Crime 
which you Dye tor, and of all your 
other Sins, Declare the SatisfaCtion 
you have made, or would make, were 


.| you able, to all you have wronged. 


Beg all Perſons to forgive you , who 
have ſuffered by you in any kind,and ail 
who have ever learnt any ill trom 

5 3 your 
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your Acquaintance and Example. De- 
clare that you do from your Heart, 
forgive all Perſons, and that you bear 
not the leaſt il] will againſt any of your 
Proſecutors, or the Judges and Juries 
who were coneerned in bringing 
you to Juſtice. And when you make 
this Proteſtation of Forgiveneſs and 
Good Will ro them, be ture nathing 
tall from you, that may bring the 
Sincerity thereof into Queſtion. And 
therefore take Diligent Care, not to 
ſhew uneafte Remembrance and Re- 
ſenfment, of the Evils or Injuries 
which you have ſuffer'd, but only of 
thoſe which you your Selt have done : 
And to keep your laſt Breath from 
beiug an hurtful Blaſt upon any Per- 
ſons, and your Dying Words from 
caſting out Darts and leaving a Sting 
in your Enemies, Remembring, thar 
you are to leave the World and come 
tro Execution , not as a wild Beaſt, 
fighting with -your Foes, and puſhing 
and goreing ; butas a Lamb, meekly 
fubmitting, as your Bleſſed Saviour 
did, tho he had no Real: Guile but 
wasperfe&tly Innocent, who ſuffered 
the worſt things withour aggravating 
them or being angry at them, and 

on 
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Priſoners for Crimes. 
on the Croſs fpake nothing of his bitter 
Enemies, but to Excuſe them, and 
Pray for them. 

And . having thus reſtiſyed your 
Godly Sorrow for your Sins, deſire all 
the By-ſtanders to learn of you Repen- 
tance (tho by no means to delay it ſo 
long as you have done) and to be horri- 
bly afraid of the ſad end of evil doers, 
and of the Vengeance of God,which is 
oft-times ſwift, but when 'ris moſt ſlow, 


will be ſure at laſt, and ujterly inſuppor- . 


table ro all thoſe, who will not take 
care in timeto appeaſe him by amend- 
ment of Life. Beg all that need it, to 
take warning by your puniſhment, that 
your moſt juſt and lamentable Death, 
may terrifie more from Contlnuing .in 
their Sins, than the Example of your 
Evil Life had lead into Sin. 

Likewiſe, if you. can do Right to 
any Perſons falſly accuſed , or wrong- 
fully ſuſpeCted, fail not to Do itthe beſt 
you can, before your. Breath is ſtops, 

Profeſs alſo your Faith , whereinto 
you were Baptized, devoutly and au- 
dibly; repeating the Apoſtle*sCreed,and 
declare the Religion, wherein you Nye; 
and lament the — , Which you 
have broughtupon them. by your wic- 

B 3 kedneſs 
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kednefs, and declare your earneſt De- 
fires to Do ſome Right to them now 
by your Repentance. 

And when by all theſe ways,you have 
expreſſed before them all,how truly pe- 
nitent you are {or your Sins, then hum- 
bly profeſs your lowly Hope in Gods 
tree Mercy and moſt Gracicus Promi- 


ſes, who for the Death and Merits ſake | 


of our moſt Bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
is ready to pardon , even the Greateſt 


_ Sinners, ſuch as you are, vpon their true 


Repentrance. 

' Aﬀter this, beg the Prayers of all the 
Bcholders, and the Praz ers of all Good 
People. And then fall ro your own Pri- 
vate Devotions, praying earneſtly for 
your ſelf , and fos them. 'Then Pray 
with the Miniſter, who ſtands ready to 
perform this laſt Office of Charity for 
Dying Men ; and defire all preſent to 
help you by their affectionate and fer- 
vent concurrence therc1n, 

Then take a kind and decent Leave 


. of ' all the Company,and pray God to 


make them all the better by the Sadneſs 


of this Sight, Thank them all heartily 


for their Pity, and their Prayers, and 
Deſire the Continuance thereof to aſſilt 


you in your laſt Agonies, Then turn 


your 


| 
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your ſclf to take a fitting Farewell of 
your particular Friends or Relations, if 
any are there preſent, and after that 
commit your ſult to the Mercy of Gcd 
through J:{us Chriſt, and with continus- 
ed and carnelt Prayers andEjaculations, 
waic till the Exccutivner or Miniſter of 
Juſtice itops your Breath; 

To remember ali theſe Points at the 
Place of Execution, may be thought 
hard tor the Poor Priſoner. But he may 
have this little Book in his Eve,for his 
Remembrancer. And however he may 
expreſs himlelf on as many of them, as 
he can think of; and then fatisfy his own 
mind, that altho he has not done fo 


much as he Dcſires,yet he has done the - 


beſt he could do. 
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Brief Directions 


FOR 


PRISONERS 


FOR 


DEBT: 


| IT, Special Direftions: for Priſas- 


uers for Debt. 


F HEN: you are made a- Pri- 
| ſoner for- Debt, it firſt con- 
'  cerrs you to conſider how 


you came in te" And if you are 

made Poor an 

your Debts, merely by the Hand 'of 

Providence,you deſerve Pity fron all,. 

| and Patience and Forgiveneſs frym your 
B 5 Cie- 
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2.8 Spectal DireFions, for 
Creditors. They looſe nothing by you, 
that you have {quander'd,but only what 
God has taken away, But if rigorous 
and urchriſtian Creditors will ſtill be 
hard upon you ,, you.muſt do them all. 
the Juſtice you can, and when that is 
done, bear the Reſt: with Reſignation, 
and conform your Will to the Will of- 
God, who calls you hereby to the Pa- 
ticrice, Religious 'Truſt,and Dependance 
of an hard Condition, remembring all 
the while to your comfort ,-.that you 
have not ſought this afflicted State to 
your ſelf, but may receive it.as a Stare - 
of Gods chuſling for you.; who knows 
beft what is fitreſt for us all,. and as-a 
Viſiration -of his-ſending. . l 
" Brit if you can charge your ſelt with: 
any great wickedneſs , . and have high- 
ly offended G3d, to bring theſe Lofles 
and ]Jmpoveriſhment upon you, asa f 
Judgment ; or if. you -have run your 
ſelf. in Debt, by riotous and luxurious 
Living, by the Expenſiveneſs of Riot, 
Pride,Gamiog, or by 1dlenefs and Neg- 
tet of Buſineſs ; then, you muſt hum- 
ble your.ſelf, and be Martily ſorry for | 
theſe Sins, for which you - ſuffer, and | 
bear the confinement you have brought 
upon your ſelf patiently, and fer rs 

- al. | 


Priſoners for Debt: - 
ſelf to learn Repentance thereby; And 
fot working this Repentance, you may 
have recourſe to the foregoing Dire-= 
Rtions about the ſame for the Priſoner for 
Crimes,Chap.1. 

But which way ſoever your Debt 
comes, when you are their Priſoner, be 
ſure to deal candidly and openly with 
your Creditors. If you cannot fully fa- 
tisfy them, lay your condition truly be- 
fore them, and ſhew your ſelf diſpoſed 
to do Right to all-as far as you can. Do 
not pretend ways of raiſing Money 


for them,which are not true ; nor pro- 


miſe payments, which you cannoj per- 
form. "Tis your Duty to be ſincere and 
plain with them, and plain-dealing may 
mollifie and engage them ; but it will 
be your Sin, and may double their Re- 


ſentment, if you abule and delude their 


expectation. . 

And [ct them be firſt ſerved out of 
your Eitate, fo far as it will go; un- 
lefs in compaſhan to your needs; they 


ate willing to allow you, ſome part of 


it, But think not firſt of ſaving mainte- 


nance (whether they- will allow of it 


or no) for your ſelf , or for your Fa- 


mi!y, and then of letting them rake: 


what remains, For your Duty is firſt to 
at TEMAINFo Þ | be 
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be juſt to all Men, and not live yous 
ſelf , nor maintain your Dependants, 
pon other MensGoods kept from them 
againſt their Wills z which is to live 
upon with-holding Right, and pervert- 
iog Juſtice, 

Muck lefs chink of forcing them to 
abatements and ſcanty compoſitions, to 
reſerve and raiſe a good Eſtate for your 
ſelf,or for your Heirs, out of gheir Pur- 
ſes Nor chuſe to endure the tediouſneſs 
and hardſhips of a Jayl for your. Life,to 
ſuperſede all Legal Remedy. againſt 
your Heir, for your Debts, which he 
cannot be ſued for a ſeeond tim, after 
you have dyed a Priſoner for them. For 
ehis is paying very dear for doing 
wrong, and denying Men their own 
and is certainly the way to carry off a 
very unrighteous and guilty Conſcience 
with you, and to leave the Curſe of I 
Reſerved Goods and of unpaid Debts, 
to your Heirs who ſurvive you. 


Avd ſeek not to Tricks, or any dif- 


| honeſt Fetches and Miſuſe of the Law, 


to ſet alide Debts,or put them off and 
poſtpone them, inſtead of paying them. 
Nor ſpend any of your Money, in de- 
trauding,or hindring your Creditors of 
their juſt Right, which is all little e- 

| nough, 
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. Prifoners for Debt. 
nough, .it may be too little, towards 
the honeſt SatisfaRion. of it, 

Ard if by your Inſolvency, any of 
your Creditors are brought againſt 
their wills ro abate Part rather than 
loſe all, loak on that Part as reſpited 
not.remitted, and pay it afterwards (if 
Gecd enable you) in the Sum it ſelf, or 
(if you cannot do that) be ſtudious to 
mike it up in Goad Offices and Grate. 
ful Services, and for the reſt have Res 
courſe to God by Prayers. jn their be- 


kalf.. And what after-Recompences + 


you make them, da the ſame with 
Good-Will, chearfully, and diligent- 
ly; and thank them heartily for 
their Parience. and Kindneſs, in being 
Content to want it fo long as they 
have done, ,when you d- at laft 
pay them the ſum: it [{elf, or, when 
you cannot d> that, in accepting your 
{ervices in lieu thereof. 

And having frſt taken this upright 
care of your Creditors, and of their 
Payments, then look to your (elf, and 
provide the beſt you can for your own 


Maintenance. If you have any thing 


of your own left, after your Credi- 
tors are ſatisfied, live frugally and 
thankfully upon it. If you have nar, 

; then 
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32. Special Direftions, for, &c. 
then you are called to get your Lively- 
hood till as you need ir, and in the 
way of Honeſt Induſtry look up to God 
to give: you day by day your daily bread. 
If he has enabled you to ſeek this, 
by earning it for your ſelf in any law- 
ful Labour or Bufinefs, look on that as 
the beſt way, and plie it with Dili- 
gence and Contentedneſs. But if thro 
difability, or the numerouſneſs of your 
Family, or otherwiſe, you need to be 


helped out by-Gifts of Charity, hum. - 


ble your (elf to your ſtate, and repre- 
ſent your 'neceſfiries nibdeſtly, andrre- 
ceive an Alms with Thankfulnefs. Firſt 
repreſent your wants to your near Re- 


lations, who are more eſpecially bound - 
1 Tim. 5. to relieve the needs of their own Houſe ; 


4, 3. and then to any other Charitable Per- 
ſons, as your Caſe requires, 

And whether you Lipe by Alms, or 
by taking Pains, bear always in your 
mind , that you are called ro'aCt the 
Part, and diſcharge the Duties, of a 
poor Eſtate : And let it be your daily 


ſtudy, ro bring your mind to it, and - 


to think only of having ſuch accomoda- 
tions, as are ht for a Poor Man ; not 
ſuch as you had whilſt you were in a 
wealthier condition, | 
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II. General Direflions for 
both. 


UT when Men are Priſoners, 
| whether forDebr or forCrimes, 


7 they willbe like to groan eſpe- 
cially where they are kept long in Pri- 
ſon, under the burden of Sol5tude, or 
Want, or both. They are fhut. up 
from their Friends and.: Acquaintance; 


and are much ſtreightned for Conve- 


niences, or it may be for Neceflaries. 
And for a Concluhton of theſe Advices, 
I ſhall give thew ſome Brizf ___ 

or 
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General Direfions, for Both. 
for their due Reception thereof, and 
for their Carriage and Improvement 
under each of theſe bitter Ingredients, 
and forrowful Appendages of the State 
of poor Prifongrs. 


And firſt as for Solitude, that indeed 


1s a puniſhment as coming to them a- 
gainſt their wills,as their impriſonment 
is ; but nothing is more fit to be their 
Choice, if they will make Repen- 
rance their Bulinefs. For he muſt re- 
tire from the World, who would fall 
in earneſt ro converſe with God, and 


"ro took"Mhy "himſelf, Fhe preateſt 


Saints fall ro this at certain times, as 
the beſt means of evening their Accounts 
with God, and perfeCting their Re- 
pentance. And all Men have Reaſon 
enough to wiſh for ſome ſuch thing, 
before their Deaths ! Eſpecially if theſe 
dying Perſons are but young Penitents, 
For. when Men at firſt enter upon- the 
great work of Repentance , *tis ex- 
rremely adviſable, and more than or- 
dinarily needful: for them, to retire 
from the Noiſe, and: Buſinefs, and Di- 
verſions of the World, that they may 
have little elſe to do, but to attend it, 
And that they may keep out of the way, 
of their former evil courſes , till they 

: bave 
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| General Diretions for Both. 


have uvlearnt them ; and-of their cor- 


rupt . Acquaintance and Companions, 
711] they can withſtand and deny their 
Sollicitations ; and of thoſe Temptatt- 


ons of the World, which haveo rdina- 


riiy been tco hard for them | hitherto, 
tit] they have conſiderately formed, 


and fixed and fortified their Holy Re- 


ſolutions to ſuch a Degree, as may be 
able to overcome them. - 
Let the Prifoners therefore make 


] Repenrance their Work and Buſineſs 


in Priſon.as I have adviſed them in the 
foregoingDiceRions,and then they may 
Thank their F;oſecutors for the Bene» 
fic of their Solitude and Melancholly 
Retirement,and make it their own hear- 
ty defire and: free choice, If they em- 
ploy it to converſe with God, and. to 
know and amend themſelves, which 
they may do if they pleaſe, and will do 
it they are wiſe to do well for themſelves, 
their Confinement will be as good to 


"them in a Jay], as itisto a Devoto in 


his Cell, and may be as wellcome to 
them when put upon them by others, 
as his is to him when he ſeeks it for 
himſelf, And thus, what God ſends 
to puniſh your Sins, O, ye poor Priſo- 
ners, by your wiſe uſe thereof, you 

will 
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be out of-*'the Cares of this World: 
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will turn to cure them. And this alone 
will change chat Confinement 7 Which 
may c'rae upon you as a Curſe, -into: 
the greateſt blefling. 

And to make that Confinement eaſy 
to you in the Praftice, which ' this 
way will be {6 bl:fled and beneficial 
in the Effe&s, keep your Fancy'from 
running out after the Noiſe, the Diver- 
ſons, and buſy Occupations and En- 
tertainmments of the World. Diſcon-- 
tent and roving Deſires ' abroad, are 
the greateſt ſting in being ſhut up. Bur. 
keep your, Mind at home, and' your 
Deſires Within bonnds, and the want ' 
of thoſe Libertics abroad which you 
Covet not, and which you daily ſee dof 1 
burt to others, and have formerly done 1 
very much-to your felf, will fit light] 

nyou- | FAY 

And Conſider, that as you are here-| i 
by kept out of the Injoyment and Af- 
fairs ; ſo are you likewiſe out of the 
Temptations, and, if you pleaſe, may 


And ordinarily the "Temptations + 
Liberty have more ofDanger,and of the 
Cares of Trouble and Sorrow, thanl y 
the Injoyments thereof can fairly re 
pence. 
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ne And if you are ſhut up from your 
ch | Friends, you are ſhut up alſo from 
to: | your Enemies. For a Priſon is a 
Guard againſt all other -Wrongs, and 
fy | you are ſafe there in Stirrs and Tu- 
013 | mults, in Publick and in Private Dan- 
ial | pers. And*though it be hard+to be 
YM | without the Company of thoſe” that 
er- | Loye us, yet is it no deſpicable' Re- 
n- | compence, if thereby we are ſecured 
on-f from the Envious and Malicious, and 
are | from the further attempts of all 'that 
But. hate us.” For ordinarily we are not 
our} to promiſe our elves ſo great EffeAs 
ant from the kindneſs of our Friends, as 
you] we have reaſon to apprehend from the 
do} malice of our Enemies; Spite and En- 
one vy being uſuafy more induſtrious and 
ght | watchful of opportunities to ſhew it ſelf, 
\ *F andeagertodo it to the full,than Love 
ere is 
Af-j Perhaps you Fancy, that now {you 
thef| are as one taken almoſt out of the 
World. . But what if you be? You 
have ſeen Evil enough , and Done too 
much in it, to be fond of "it ; and 
this Receſs trom the World, affords 
than] you great advantages of making your 


another World... And if impriſonment 
is 


-om-|Self ten thouſand times more happy in 
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is bidding adieu to the World, Confi- | 
der, that this Time of your Commit- 
ment to Priſon, is not the firſt Time 
of your Renouncing the World. Fot | 
every Chriſtian doth this, when he is| 
Baptized. They all Profeſs.to be as 
Perſons out of this World,and to keep 
Hearts free and looſe from. it, and 
to live above it : And if People are 
really of this miad, it will nor affe& 
them much, whereſoeverGod calls them} 
to make their abode in it. 
You are reſtrained allo to one Place, f 
and muſt move but in a-narrow . Come-ffc 
paſs. But if.by Gods bleſſing, you canjt 
have your Health, and be eafy andfe 
quiet under this Confinement to one[[ 
Place, may you. not well be contentedfJw 
not to change whilſt you are well, andÞpp 
whilſt, the will of God is fo, reſt ſatis- 
fied without trying new Places. And 
if it pleaſe God to ſend ſicknefs, tho'f 
you were at Home, ſickneſs would tyeſ: 
you to your own Houſe, or it may be 
to your Bed, which is a narrowerſſbi 
Compaſs than a Priſon is. "Tis worſepr 
being Priſoner to a Diſeaſe than toſ 
the Reepers of Common Priſons.ſho! 
And Diſeaſes, as the worſt of Jaylors,Þf 
bring their Priſoners into ſuch a cloſgþin 
Cuſtody, 


Geneneral DiretTions for Both. 
| Cuſtody, as is much more irkſome and 
. | afflitive, than any other is, Fer un- 
der others, you are ſhut up, indeed, but || 
that is to fit at Eaſe and Reſt. But | 
under a Diſeaſe, you are ſhut up too, | 
and "likely cloſer confined, and that 
to have conſtant Pain and Sorrow with 
if, 

But whateverReſtraints you are under 
in Priſon,as to your Body, yet remem- 
ber, that even there your Mind is 
Free. Your Thoughts may go abroad, 
and run over all the great Occurren- 
ces of your Life, and fetch in Mat- 
canſ]ter enough to buſy your ſelf withal, 
andfjeven all thoſe things thro all your 


Andthink as much as you pleaſe, of 
tho'[50d, and of your Self, of the Joys of 
d ryefdeaven, ard the Terrors of Hell, and 
y befjbe Vanity of this Worid, and of all 
owerfjbings elſe, which may cither dire&t 
r comfort you, and be of uſe either 
d your Soul or Body. Nay, the 
tore your Body 1s reſtrained, and the 
ylorspſs you have left ro mind of other 
cloſepings, the more liberry you have for 
tody, theſe 


ck ee aa eas rea e Goa: aumm. a 
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theſe thoughts. And therefore if ſpi” 
ritual things and employments are you”. - 
delign, inſtead of being a place of 
Incumbrance and Reſtraint, your Pri” 
fon is a place of Leiſure 'and Freedom. 
Take away the Name of Priſon, as Ter- 
tullian adviſes, and Call it a Receſs 
and that is no Let, but the Greateſt 
Opporturity and advantage to true 
Penitents, and Spiritually and Hea- 
venly minded Perſons. 

And then Secondly, 'as for the other 
embitterment of Mane and Poverty ; | 
when God'is pleaſed to ſend it too, be 
patient under it, and ſet your ſelves to 
gain as much as you can by it. And if 
you pleaſe , you may gain abundance 
more thereby'in ſpiritual Exerciſes and 
Improvements, than your bearing all irs 
temporal hardſhips and inconvepience 
will amount to. 

When you are brought therefore tow 
a poor Eſtate, be ſure you take Carghvi 
to be poor in Spirit, or to have ndffſpe 
Thovghts orDefires as I hinted befor 
after the Fineries and Satizfations 


OG ww Foy, ens « R ©. 
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your Poverty. Do not let your Delirgfſuc 
run, or your Fancy pleafe it ſelf wit 


the Thoughts of what Table Ri 
- Ml x 
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- | kept, whatServants.you retain'd, what | 
F |. Garments you wore, what Conveni- 

| | ences you had, or  Reſpefs you' re- 

i | ccived once. . But look now only for 

n- | ſuch things, as are fit for a \Perſon in 

,r- | yourpreſent want, and poor eſtate, to 

7 ; | delireand think of. . | 

& As. a poor man then, be Content if 

-ue | you are reduced to a courſe and fru- 

-a- | gal Dyet, and a mean Habir, and an 

hard -Bed. Be Content if you have 

her | nothing elſe but Neceſfaries,which God 

ty 3 | provides for all his Creatures, even the 

| be} Beaſts of the Field, and the Birds of 

stoff the Air, who, as our Lord obſerves, w4z+. 6. 
d if have no Contrivance to lay up Stores 26. 
for themſelves. Nay, eſteem and awn 

yaur Self unworthy, even of theſe ne» 
ceſlary -Proviſiogs, and thiok it not e- 
nough to be contented with them, but 

be Thankful for them. . And ſeek them 
without Solicitude, or Miſtruſts of Pro- 
vidence: But after a chearful Care 

pent in the beſt ways you have to com- 

ſs them, quietly rely on God; and 

ruſt him for them. Do-what youcan, 

red tFto have them of your own; if that 


ike to Pity and Relieve you, and if 
ne denics you, try others _ if 
26 thac 
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that miſſes too, God will (end it, and | 


put it into the Hearts of tho#e to give 
whom you do not ask, and icnd it to 
you, you know not how. © 

And in your Poverty, be fare you 
be Humble. - Be willing and contented 


to be maintained what way God plea« | 


ſes. And if he brings your State to 
need an Alms, let not your Splcit be a- 
bove it. Think not your (elf too good, 
to receive, nor if need be modeſtly ro 
ask it, And be- Patient where you 
meet with Repulſes,and Thanktul for 
all that is given you, whether it be 
little or much; yea, even for good 


words and compaſſionate anſwers where | 


you receive nothing elſe. And if un- 
der a poor eſtate, : you can, by Gods 
Grace, arrive to this true Poyerty of 
Spirit, you are a very Rich' Poor Man; 
you are Poor in this Wonxld, but Rich 
#2 Faith and Good Works, as our Bleſſed 


earlieſt Saints for the moſt part were ; 
and may. comfortaby hope thro his 


Grace, to have your humble, boly, aadf 


obedient Poverty rewarded at laſt roge 
ther with theirs, with unſpeakable Ri 
ches, Honour, and Happineſs 1 
his Heavenly Kingdom, A 

: nd 


_— 


- Saviour Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, and 
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And having after this fort Received, 
and Improved, both your Poverty, and 
yourS2litude,look upon them ag:in,with 
a diſcerning and impartial Eye,and then 
tel] me what Cauſe you have to Repine, 


or Complain of them. Judge of chem, 


not by the Opinions which other Pea- 
ple paſs, but by the good Uie which 
you your Self make of them. They 
are certainly Good, exceeding Good 
to you, when you Receive and Im- 
prove them after tais manner; and 
therefore are things, not only for you 


to bear, but to Bleſs God, and be 


Heartily Thankful unto Him for. 


OFFICE 


FOR 


PRIS ONERS 


Scriptures for Priſoners for 
Crimes. 


Pak, 51. Pl. 25.V.7.t0 Vo20. 
Ezek. 18. V. 10, Rom. I. V. - to 
to the end, ChaP. 2+. Ve 8 


HET that plow iniquity, 
and ſow wickedneſs, reap 
the ſame, Job. 4. 8. 


His 


Scriptures for Priſoners, &c:; 


His. own mniquities ſhall take 
the wicked himfelf,and he ſhall be 
bolden with the Cords of his Sins: 
Prov. 5. 22. 

Bloody and Deceitful Men ſhall 
not live out half their days. 

My Heart is ſore pained with- 
in me, and the Terrors of Death, 
are fallen pou me. 

Fearfulneſs and Trembling are 
come. upon me,and Forror hath os 
— me. . Pla). 55+ 4» 


be buffeted for your Faults, you 
ſhall take it patiently 2 1x Per. 2. 
20; 

My. Sonu, Give, IT Pray thee, 
Glory to the Zord God of i(ra- 
el, aud make Confeſſion unto him; 
aud tell me now what thou haſt 
done. 

And Achan a»ſwered Joſhua, 


gainſt the Lord God of i{rae!, and 
thus aud thus have 1 done. Joſh. 


7.19,2.0, on ti'e 


” What Glor Y is it , if when ye 


and ſaid, indeed I have finned a- - 
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Scriptures for Prifoners 
We indeed ſuffer juftly, for 
we recezve the due reward 
err deeds. Luke 23. 41. 
I1. 


. Fools, becauſe of their Tranfs 


greſſion, and becauſe of their Tyi- 


quities, are afflifted. 

Then they cry unto the Lord in 
their Trouble, and he delivereth 
them. out. of their Diſtreſſes. 
Pal. 107; 17, 19. 

-Oh! Let the forrowful fighing 
of the Priſoner come before thee, 
according to the greatneſs of thy 
power ; preſerve thou thoſe that 
are appointed to dye. Plal.- 59. 


T2: 
The Lord hath looked down 
from the height of his ſan- 
(uary ; from Heaven did he be- 
hold the earth. 
To hear the groaning of thePris 
ſoner : To looſe thoſe that are ape 
pointed ta death. Plalm 102. 
I9,.20, IM. 7} 


22, I5s» 


" br Crimes: © 


111. 


Tf our heart condemn us not; 


God is greater than our heart, 
and knowetb-all things. x Jo. 3. 
2O. , 

The Law. is not made for-a 


Righteous man, but for the Law- 
hf 


and Diſobedient, for the Un- 
godly and for Sinners, for Un- 
holy aneh Prophane, for Murde- 
rers of Fathers, and Murderers 
of Mothers, for Man-Slayers: 


For Whore-mongers, for them 


that Defile themſelves with Man- 
. kind, far Men-Stealers, for Lys 


ars, for Perjured Perſons, and 
if there be any other Thing, that 
7s contrary: to ſound” DoiFrine, x 
Tim. 1. 9, 10. 

Without are Sorcerers, and 
Whoremongers, and Murderers, 
aud Idolaters, and whoſoever 
Loveth and maketh a Lye. Rev. 
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Scriptures for Priſoners 

Anow ye not, that the Un- 
righteous ſhall ' not inherit the 
Kinzdom of God 2 Neither For- 
nicators, mor Adulterers, nor A- 
buſers of themſelves. with Man- 
kind, nor Thieves, nor Drunkards, 
Shall inherit the Kingdom of 
God. | 

Such were ſome of you : But 
ye are waſhed, but ye are for 
Tified, but ye are juſtified in 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus, 
and by the Spirit of our God, x 
Cor. 6. 9, 10, I1.. 

The Lord hath ſent me to Pro- 
claim Liberty to the Captives, 
and the opening of the Priſon to. 
them that are hound. Ia. 61. 
"A 
They that be whole, have no 
need of the Phyſitian, but the 
fick. I came not to call the 
Righteous, but Sinners to Repen- 
tauce, Mar. 2. 17. 

If the wicked reffore the 
Pledge, give again that he had 


rob. 


for Crimes. 


robbed, walk in the Statutes of 
Life without committing iniquity; 
he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not 
die. Ezek. 33. 15. 

. Zacheus /tooxl, and ſaid unto 
the Lord, behold! The half of my 
Gods I give to the Poor : 


And if I have taken any thing 


from any Man by Falſe Accuſa- 


tion, 1 reſtore him fourfold.Luk. 


Ig. 8. 
Pather, Thave Sinned againſt 


Heaven and before thee, and 
am no more. worthy to be called. 


thy Son. Luke 15. 18, 19. 
God be merciful, unto me a 
Sinner. Luke 18. 13. 
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PRAYERS 


PRISONERS 


FOR 


CRIMES 


f, 4 general Prayer for all Pri- 
foners, taken out of the Com- 
panion for the Perſecuted, 


PAT I 3 f; 


! Almighty and Ever- 
laſting God, thou ſeeſt 
re Streights and Sor- 

rows 


© UH mm © wp a. 


Prayers for Priſoners, &c. 

rows which I endure. in this 
Place, and how unable I am 
to help my. ſelf, or to bring 
abour my own Deliverance. 
Bur the lefs: Hope and Supporc 


look up-unto thee,and place my 
Truſt in thy Mercy. And when 
my ownCare can avail the caſt, 
let thine, O / ' Thou bleſſed Hel. 


moſt for me... 

fir to bear the Inconveniences 
of this cloſe Place, and Grace 
to be content therewith ; whilſt 


I lye up here, Ict me not want 


at the - meanels- thereof, Suit 
ſtances,&er the greatnels of my 


G& 5 denials, 


I -have in- my 1elf, the more Þ 


per of the Helpleſs, appear. the 


Give meaBody,O:/! My God,. 


neceſlary. Proviſions, nor-repine- 


Fr 


the Lownc(s of my Delires, to + 7 74. 
the haKd{hip of my: Circum- 4-1/// 

and con- 
tent my 


Study andCare be|o do + Juſtice] Creditor: 
and ſhew temperance and feit- _ "_ 


4 5 


Prayers for Priſoners 
denials, not to pleaſe my ſelf, 
or to gratify my own Carnal 
Eaſe and Appetites. 


Whilſt I am here kept apart 
from my. former acquaintance,. 


Grant, O/ Lord, that I may 
carefully retire into. my {elf; 


and call my own ways to remem--, 


brance. And, Oh! That: I may 


amend. whatſoever is. amils. 
there, and ſet all fo ſtrejghr 
with thee, that I may delight: 
to look into my own Heart, 


and to ſearch out my own Spirit. 
Lord / Now.thou haſt left me 
nothing elſe to. do, make me 
apply my ſelf zo the one thing 
neceſſary : To-grow in HolyRe- 
verence and- Devotion of Spirit, 
in.the Study: of dealing juſtly 


and fairly with all, who are a-{ 


ny way Concerned. with me ; 
in Humility and Mortified Af- 
feftions, in. Patience and Con- 
tentedneſs, Oh / Plant and fill 


my: 


oy 


ma 4 


Ps» ooo 
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for Crimes; . 


my Soul with all Heavenly Vir- 


cues, and make bright all the 
cloudy and dark parts thereof, 
with the Rays of thy Divine 
Image. And then, O / My God, 


I ſhall ſee ſomething - of thee, . 
as oft as I look..into my ſelf, . 


and learn to be pleaſed with 
my: ovin Company, though o- 
thers are kept from me. 


And in whatſoever want I 


am of other Comforts, Grant, 
O / Father of Mercies,that both 


here and ever hereafter, I may 
have the Comfort of thy Pre- - 
When all elſe are taken - 
from me, do not thou -forſake - 
me. Though I dwell in a diſ-- 
conſolate Room, let thy Spirit. 


{ence. 


dwell with -me: - Let thy Law - 


at-all rimes dire me, and lert- 
the Senſe of thy Love Comfort - 
And after thou haſt graci- - 


me. 
ouſly improved this Melanchoe.. 


ly. Reſtraint, tro wean me-from-: 
Yan -- 


53 


Fab 
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vain and carnal delights, to ſet. 
my Soul free; in thy good time, 
O / My refuge and ſtrength, 
dcliver me out of this Priſon,and 
{ct my Body too at liberty, for 


my dear Lord and Saviour Jeſus, 


Chriſt's ſake.. Amen. 


And 


po han AY oe 
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And for the more: 


| ParticularNeceſlities 
O F- 


They may uſe theſe Pray- 
| ers follgwang : 


A 


Particular Prayer 
FOR 
PRISONERS for CRIMES: 


—_—_— 


———— 


[. For deliverance from his Sins 
and Sorrows.. 


/ Bleſled Lord, who art 
the comforter of all fad 
and ſin-ſick Souls, comfort me, 
I humbly intreat thee, in this 


Bur 


Impriſon'd Criminals, 


height of my Fears andSorrows.. 
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But firſt convert me, and then 
comfort me, I am over-laden 
with Sins-, which overload me 
with Sorrows. Anddo thou, O' 
God, rid me of my Sins, that I 
may ger rid of my Sorrows.Nay, 
rid me of my Sins, tho, for my 
juſt Puniſhment in this World, 
thou leaveſt me under my Sor- 
rows. Whatever befal my Body, 
for juſt Puniſhment of my grei- 


* Or Crmes. VOUS: * Crime, for which I am 


here in Cuſtody; let true 

_—_— ſer my Soul ſafe, 

and ſecure it of thy everlaſting 

Mercy , for the Merits of thy 

dear Son, and of my. ſweeteſt. 

Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, Amex. 
Oar Father, &c. 


Prayers: 


hel 
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PRAYERS 
PRISONERS 


CRIMES 


If.. The Priſoners Confeſſion of 
God's Fuſtice in his ſadCircum- 
ſtances. 


am come into this Priſon, 
| O: Moſt Holy and Righ- 


tecous Lord, laden with Sins 


and Sorrows; and am-here ſhut 
up for the Curſe and Shame of 
an untimely end, which my 
Heinous Wickedneſſes have 


moſt juſtly deſerved; I am. 


terribly 


pa. 


WW. 
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Prayers for Priſoners 

rerribly aftraid of my earthly 
Judge, and of that heavy Sen- 
tence which my Crimes make 
me juſtly lyabtc: ro receive from 
him. But infinitely more af- 
fra'd, of that far more heavy and' 
eternal Doom, which Lam lya- 
ble to receive -for the ſame ac 
thy Righteous Bar. 


Prat. $5.9. Now Pear andTrembling have 


ſeized upon me,” and an horrible 
Dread hath ' everwhelmed me. 
Without, is the proſpe&t of 
Death and Diſgrace ; and with- 


© Pa38.8.in, is Guiltand Anguiſh. My 


Spirit 1s brokea within me, and 7 


Plil-40.1. am even at my wits entl, and 


my Heart faileth me : And tho 
my Burden is-Intollerable, yetO ! 
Almighty Lord, I cannot ſay, 
but it is.infinitely juſt. "Tis a 
moſt reaſonable, and rightcous 
Return, for my daring Provo» 
cations of thy juſtice : And 
much more, for my. vile Abuſcs 
of thy Mercy and Paticnce. I 

mult. 


- 
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| muſt needs acquit, and juſtify 


thee ; and have none to accule, 
but mine own Self, for all my 
preſent Fears and Miſery. 

I am Þ zaker, O! juſt Lord 


am only lefe to lye down in 
that Bed of Guilt and Sorrow, 
which I have been long a ma- 
king for my ſelf, All my life, 


Reap the Fruit thereof, I 


Water, and tho, to my mad 
and diſtempered Fancy , it 
ſcemed to yield a ſlight and 
ſhort Pleaſure , while it lid 
along the Palate ; yet now I 
find it leaves an immoveable 
Bitterneſs, and is nothing but: 
Gall and Wormwood, when it 
is got into the. Belly. 1 have. 
Drunk it up with Greedinels, 
and filld up the meaſure of 
my fins, till I perceive _ a- 
as / 
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+ Prov. 
8 : ? 11. 6. 
in mine own Naughtineſs, and 


T have been + Saving wicked + 70b.4.8. 
eſs, and am now brought to 


have f Drunk up iniquity like TF 06. 15. 


Prayers for Priſoners 


Tas! That there is like to be 
no meaſure of my Suflerings, 
and | am. in- danger to be {wal- 
lowed up,. and utterly to ſink | 
under the Nutinber and Weight 
of them. 
Thus, Oh thou Righteous 
. Avenger of all ungodly and 
mcorrigible wretches, has thy 
Juſtice at laſt overtaken me. 
And altho thy vengeance is oft 
times ſlow; yet to my Grief, 
and thy Glory, T find 'tis ſure, 
and , when. it comes, inſup- 
portable. TIT can in no wile 
bear my Load, tho I have not 
the leaſt exception againſt the 
Reaſonableneſs, and Juſtice of it, 
Only my Hope is in thy Mer- 
cy, which thou- art wont to 
remember even when thou ta- 
keſt upon thee to ſhew Jude: 
ment. And as thou art the 
Avenger of Sinners; ſo re- 
member, Gracious Lord, that 
thou art alſo the Saviour of 
| them 


. - fer Crimes. 
them. Oh fave me, the Chief 


-eſt, and moſt wretched of Sin- 


ners : And ſhew Favor unto me, 
not according to my Deſerts, 
but according to thine own 
boundleſs Mercyes, for our 
deareſt Lord and Sayiour Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake, Amen. 
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PRAYERS 


It | FOR 
[| PRISONERS 
{3 \ 

| | FOR 

! CRIMES. 


Hl. Hs Profeſſion of Repentance | 
under the ſame. : 
have ſinned, O Almighty , 
Lord, and ſinned Grie-F, 
vouſly , and have continued 
arreclaimable in the ſame for 
many years. Burt now, byf 
the Alarm of mine own Dan 
bl gers, and by the Help of Þ 
"Ns! Grace, 1 am made enfible ot 
| min 
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mine iniquities', and am 
made -truly ſorry for my ſins. 
I fadly lament, all the wicked 
walt-of my time and ftrength, 
and all my long and heinous 
Courſe of Ungodlineſs, and 
abuſe of thy Patience, which 
has provoked 'thee to give me 
up to this great ſin, for which 
lam now moſt deſeryedly made 
a Priſoner, and may. be called 
ro anſwer | ſhortly with my 
Blood. if lis 

I am touched to the quick, 
and ſorely afflited, -O / Righ- 
reous - God, with the .Trouble 
and Sorrow, which this Crime 
has brought upon my Self.” Bur 
more With the Offence, which ir 
has given thee ; and the greateſt 
Care have upon me, is to have 
thee forgive:me, Lord / I do 
om: the bottom of my Hearr, 
pent of ali my Sins, but ef- 
ecially of thus great * One. TI + zzreyou 
| greiyouſly Troubled for 79, 74ns 

aac the ſits 


ty 
[T1C- 
ued 

or 


| by 
Jain 
thy 
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what is paſt,. and am fully bent 
againſt falling any more into: 
it. for the Time to come, and 


am ready to take ſhame 'to 


my ſelf for the ſame,, I am 


vile-in.mine own eyes, and am- 


content to beſo in the eyes of 
other Perſons. Tam truly will- 
ing to make any ſubmiſſions, 


where I have given juſt Offence, - 


and, as. far as I am able, . to-re- 
pair: the wrong: which. I: have 
done thereby. And Oh/.'Fhat 
thou 'wouldeſt ever keep me 


moſt ready to do: this fully 


and faithfully ;. and then' direct 


me to do it prudently, and 'in' 


{uch ſorr, as may notbe more: 
prejudicial than. needs. to 'my 
worldly ſafety. 

Tho' thou lookeſt upon me 
therefore, O! Almighty Lord, 
as a Sinner, yea, as one of 
the greateſt . of Sinners:. Yet 
for Chriſt's ſake, look upon 
me as a-penitent Sinner. _ 

| tho 


7 _ © 9M. a... 


— 
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tho'.my ſins are Great, my 
deareſt Saviour ſhed his Blood 
for the greateſt Sins; and thro 
the Merits of that Blood, true 
Repentance is accepted by thee, 
O!/ Merciful God, from the 
greateſt Sinners. Oh / For his 
ſake,ſpare thy ſinful,but repent- 
ing Creature, and tho' Juſtice 


.| be-exaCted of me for my crimes 


here, yet admit meto ſome com- 
fortable and well-grounded 


| hopes of thyMerey for the ſame 


hereafter,thro' the Merits of my 


Ldeareſt Saviour and Redecmer, 


Jelus Chriſt. Amer. 


| Our Father, &Cc. 
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moſt deſervedAffliction :cach n 


a. 


PRAYERS 


FOR 


PRISONERS 


CRIMES| 


IV. Prayers for Learning Rig 
teouſneſs, and Improvement 
remaining Moments of Life. 


L. 


Father, which is lifted 
in juſtice, to puniſh our Iniq 
ties ; is uſedalſo by thy Gr: 
to cure them. Oh / Let tis :n 
1G; 


x | oe 
yy >i% 
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| Wiſdom. Make my Goal, my 
| ſchool wherein I may learnRigh- 
- | teouſneſs ; and let my chains be 
preachers of Repentance. Now 

I feel the ſmart and' puniſhment 

thereof, give me grace to be ful- 

ly ſenſible of the wretchednels 

Sj and folly, of an ungodly and 

miſpent Life. Let me loath the 

\ Sin, as well as the Sorrow; 

and be duly afte&ted with the 

. | injurie = *diſhonor which I 

): | have thereby done tothee,as well 

as with the danger and diſtreſs 

which 1 have thereby brought 

iz upon my, ſelf; that my contri- 

tion being truly for my ſins a- 

ainſt thee, I may be duly qua- 

fied for thy moſt gracious Par- 

on of the ſame, thro the Me- 

its of my bleſſed Lord and Savi- 

Jelus Chriſt. Amen. 


II. 


And Help me, O / Gracious 
od, carcfully to improve all 
D 


ny 
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my remaining moments, and to 


employ all the time which I 
have now to Live, in minding 
the true 'work and buſineſs of 
Life. Habituate 'my heart to 


thy fear, to humility and pari- 
ence, temperance and ſelf-deni- 


als, faſting and'prayers. Teach 
me to prize and ſet a great va- 
Jue upon all helps and oppor- 


runities, of inſtruftion' and im- 


provements in the way of God- 
lineſs. To be deſirous above all 
things of thy Grace ; and of the 
Company of good People whoſe 
diſcourle and carriage may afteC 
my heart therewith; and of theit 
Prayers, ſince I am moſt unwor- 


thy thro the multitude of my 


heinous offences, to pray unto 


' thee for my Self, or to pre 


ſent unto thee any Petition 
from my polluted Lips. 
Let not my corrupt Luſts,O 


.God, run at Liberty, whilft m 


b6dy is under Guards and C 
: ſtod 


= mea = « _.- 
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ſtody. And let me by no means 
reſort to the- company of deſ- 


erate Sinners, to keep oft 


emorſe for my own Guilts ; 
nor ſeek to drown the 
agonics of my Mind, in ex- 
cels of Wine , nor to divert 


' them by vain Converſation.Bur 


what ſpace thou ſhalt graciouſly 
ſpare me, Oh/ That I may 
carcfully employ, and lay out 
with utmoſt diligence, to make 
my peace with thee, and to pre- 
pare for ctcrnity. 

.Lord/ Help me to true Re- 
pentance, that with all my Hearc 


1 may retitn unto thee. Do 
| thou help me, now I call unto 


thee. help me, O! God of 
mercy, for none elſe can help 
me. Help thou me, or I ſhall 
dye eternally. Make my Re- 
pentance true and acceptable in 
thy ſight, that if I dye, I may 
depart in: thy Peace ; or, if by 
thy Grace, I be ſpared to live 


2 Ol 


"6s 


Prayers for Priſoners 
on ſtill longer, I may return 
from all my former Errors to a 
Ul . Life of Holineſs, and deyoreall 
ff the remainder of my Days to 
| thy Glory, .thro our Lord and 
'Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amer. 

Our Father, &c. 


l PRAYERS 
h FOR 


| PRISONERS 


"9 
ti FOR 


Mine, O / Moſt merciſhy; 
"Fi ful God, I know are late Purfy 
[ poſes 


bi! | 
| CRIMES |: 
ll | 
iſh 
{Ht V. Prayers for Acceptance 0 e 
lf Repentance, tho late, and for Þ 
[t 2 7 
i the fincerity and integrity} 
[| thereof. ; 
1); : g 
Nl . 
it HESE good thoughts off7; 


for Qrimes. 2 - 

poſes, 'in one drawing towards 
the_end of his Days. And Pur- 
poles, of one aftrighted with the 
near approach of Death ; who 
| whilſt he was art caſe and liberty, 
was wont molt wretchedly ro 
ſlight thy Calls, and ro abuſe 
— | thy Grace. 

Bur O ! Father, accept me, 
tho I return late into thy ſervice; 
"| and Þf have tarrzed till it is the 4Wat. 2 
Sg laſt hoer-of the day. Accept me, 9 
tho it is the Rod thar has given 
Repentance, and Affliction that 
has made me Wiſe. Be praci- 
þ ouſly pleaſed, O / Good Lord, 
——Þ with any thing, and at any 
time, that ſhall bring me back to 
thy Self. And deſpiſe not my 
for Repentance, altho it is the Re- 
'NEpentance of a Malefactor in a-* 
gonies ; more than thou didſt 
deſpiſe that, of the Penitent Luk. 23 
'S OW7 heif vpn the Croſs, But make 4%» 45: 
ercliyme find thattrue Repentance is 
Putgyellcome to thee at all times, 
poſes D 3 and 


ff 
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and that in this world it is ne- 
ver too late to grow Wile, nor. 
will ever be in vain to return 
with our whole heart to thy 
Service, thro Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Amen, 
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And, Oh! Merciful God, by 
the Power of thy Grace, make 
my Repentance True, and my 
Rerurn iitireg una it ihay B& ace 
ceptable in thy ſight thro' the 
Blood of my deareſt Lord. What 
good Purpoſes I have begun, 
through Fear of this World ; 
carry meon to perfe, by the 
conſiderations of thenext world. 
Improve my Horror, of Pain, in- 
to an Hatred of Sin; and my 
Sorrow for the Dangers, which 
I have brought upon my Self, 
4 into a Godly ſenſe of the diſho- 
j nor which I have done to thee. 
"Wt Oh / Cut me not off from my 
Sins, till thou haſt cured me of 

them, 
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them, and finiſhd the Work of 
Grace upon' my poor Soul.That 
I may have all my Puniſhment 
in this Life, bur Peace with thee, 
and Reſt after Death, in the Joys 
of Paradice,for my dearSaviours. 
ſake, who died to ſave Sinners ; 
| yea, to fave ſuch capital offen- 
y | ders,as I am,and as ſuffer'd with 
ce | him, when 'he - huvg, upon the. 
iy | Croſs between two Theeves,. 
7M Amen. Our Father, Cc. 
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PRISONERS 


CRIMES 


VI. For Reſpite , and | longer 
Time in this world; and 
againſt the day of Tryal. 
T. 

Ord /If ir be thy pood plea- 

2, ſure, ſpare me alittle long 
er, and let me eſcape that un- 
timely cnd, which my Crimes 
have deſerved. I would fain live 


on {ome time, to make proof of 


my good purpoſes; and — 

abuſed ſo much time to contra 

cvil Habits, I ſhould be moſt 
glad 


Prayers for Priſoners, &c. 


glad and thankful to have alittle 
more, to . wear them off again. 
Tho'I have many worldly Rea- 
ſons for this Reſpite; yet O! 
Great and Righteous' Judge, I 
deſire it not ſo-much upon any 
other account, as of Redeeming 
my former years of Vice, and of 
growing more PerfeCt in thy ſer- 
vice,and of being better fitted than 
alas / I am at preſent,ro» appear 
before thy Judgment Sear. Hear 
me,O! Lord,for thy mercys,and 
thy Dear Son-and my only Say 
viour Jeſus Chriſts ſake, Amer. 


| 
Oh! Thou: God. of Patience 
and. long-{ufferaace, ſhew - thy 
accuſtomed Forbearance. unto. 
thy wretched Servant. Save me 
from that. Pit. of. Deſtruftions, 
which I have Digged for my ſelt; 


and from the ſentenee.of Death, 


which I am, horribly affraid to 
hear from the mouth of my 
carthly Judge, D 5 Bur 


75 
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But ler this deliverance be 
brought about,O / MyGod,only 
by the wiſcOrdering of thy good 
Providence,not by any Falſhood 
of mine, or other unlawful Arts. 
] fear Death, O / Righteous God. 
But that which makes me moſt 
affraid of ir, is, becauſe 1 have | 
finned. And I Deſire to fear ſin- 
ing, more than dying: 

O ! Therefore,graciousFather, 
ſuffer me not to yeild to any | 
new wickedneſs,tho it be to ſave 
my Life. Make me diligent, in 
all innocent ways, and means, 
for my Preſervation, and direc& 
me to the wiſeſt. Bur let me re- 
ſort to none that is- ill, nor ſay 
er do any thing for my own 
Defence at my Tryal here, which 
will rife up againſt me, and be 
Matter of Accuſation, when. I 
eome to be tryed again at thy 
dreadful Bar. And the leſs care 
L may ſeem capable hereby, to 

take 


for Crimes. 

take of my ſelf; the more do. 
thou cire for me, O ! My God. 
And when my Cauſe comes to. 
be heard, fo order things by 
thy Mercy,thar there may not be 
a-full evidence produced againſt 
me; and that neither the Judge, . 
nor Jury, may be diſpoſed to 
ſtretch things to my Prejudice; 
that ſo thy Servant may eſcape. 

But if in thy Juſtice,thou haſt 
determined,. to cut me off un-- 


timely for this offence : - Thy 


Blefſed, and moſt Righteous 
WHl be done. Burt then, graci- 
ous Lord, perfect my Repen- 
tance, before I go hence, and 
for the. voice and. merits of thy 
dear: Sons moſt precious 
Blood, pardon my Sins. I am. 
more concerned for thy Fayor, 
than how to come oft here. I 
am content ro ſuffer, whar thou 
pleaſeſt in this world ; ſo thou. 


- wilt let me go off in thy Peace, 


and admit meamong I” 
we: 


; 8 


: - 


j aculation for Priſeners, &c+ | 
of thy Servants in the world to 
come,for our Lord Jeſus-Chriſts 


lake, Amen. . 
Our Father, &c. 


E JACULATIONS 


FOR THE 


PRISONER 


CRIMES; 
Mw TRIAL 


ORD, Hear the Cry of 

- the Priſoners, and Deli- 
ver thou thoſe who are appointed 
unto death, Amer. bs 

Here the cry of my wants 
for Mercy, not of my ſins for 
Juſtice, Amer. 

Help me,O / Lord,for I have 
none but thee to look unto : My 
defence lies not in my ownlInno- 

cence, 


for Crimes. 


cence, but only in thy meer Mer- 
cy and tenderProvidence, Amer. 


EJACULATIONS 


After is TRYAL, 
if Acquitted, 


ORD, thou redeemeſt me 
from the Grave, and this 
Acquittal of me, is as Life from 
the Dead.. Bleſſed, Jen for ever 
bleſſed be thy moſt endearing 
Mercy, Amen. 
.Lord, the Life which here 
thou haſt given me, I do moſt 


humbly and intirely give back, 


and devote to thee. Oh! Ac- 
cept me,and let me have nothing 
more to do with Sin and Va- 
nity, Amen. 

Oh / Let me never forget 
this ineſtimable Mercy, nor fail 
to make the beſt uſe of rhis re- 
mainder of Lite, which out of 

thine 
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thine abundant Goodneſs, thou 
haſt now lent me, Amer. 


If Condemned. | 
ORD, I meckly receive 
this Sentence, as my juſt 
Puniſhment :- I have the due re- 
ward of my Deeds. 

Butas my Sin brings this un- 
timely and ſhameful Death; Oh ! 
Ler my true Repentance, thro 
my dearLord and Saviours Me- 
rits,ſecure the forgiveneſs of my 
Sins,and bring me to everlaſting 

Life, Amer. 


( <4 


PRAYERS 


FOR 


| 
PRISONERS. 


CRIMES 


VII. Prayers after Sentence of 
Condemnation, or any time be= 
fore Execution, and at Execus 
720, ouly making the Changes 
as they. are noted'in the Mar 
gin. 

() ! Almighty , -and moſt 


righteous Judge,  tothee- 


it belongeth to-take vengeance, 


Þ and to me to ſuffer it. | muſt +4 F**- | 


clear thy juſtice, and confeſs 


have my deſerts, and have none. Sentence, 


but my Self to blame for this /* 
heavy [| f Sentence. ] 
' - But. 


2 Prayers for Priſoners, 

But now, O! Lord, when 

the Sword of vengeance is un- 

ſheathed, and is come to the 

ſtroke, do thou ſtand by me, and 

Comfort me. Deal not with 

me, as I have done with 

thee ;- but tho I have baſely,and 

wretchedly forſaken thee all my 

EE” Life ; yet leave me not, | hum- 

7 0a- ns. bly intrear thee, in F my laſt 
Hour. 

> Ho i +When]rthe juſtice of man lays 

«cur10% my Blood upon my own Head, 

ler thy Mercy, O / Bleſled Jeſu, 

lay thy -Blood upon it too, to 

expiate the guilt of mine. Let 

that purge. me from all my fans, | | 

that alcho I Dye Stained there- | « 

with here, I may appear without | , 

{pot before the Tribunal of my | C 

n 

S 


Heavenly Father, Amer. 


11. F 


1 

Sweet Jeſu / Thou. diſdai-Jgi 

nedſt nge to Caſt an eye uponſſth 
tuk23-43, the + Penitent Thief onthe _ th 
14 


e | 
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Oh / Deſpiſe not me, + [when #5 -« 


1] ſuffer in like caſe, as he did =_— = 
and I hope truly repent me execution- 
| | of my (ins, and fix all my Hopes 
1 1 in theeunder my diftrels, as he 
1 | did in his. Thou once hungeſt 
4 | upon a Tree thy ſelf, for the 
y | ſins of others. Oh/ By the 
- | Blood of thy Croſs, Save me, 
& | who[F ſtand juſtly condemned 1 t8# exec 
to ſuffer the ſame for mine ownnw.? 
7S | fins... Save me, O! Lord, a 
d, | great & wretched,but a penitent 
contrite Sinner. In thy merits, 
to | Dol truſt, + Into thy merciful tLuk23.45 
et | Hands do I commend my Spirit. 
ns, | 1 Believe, that thou, O / Lamb 
re- | of God, art + the Saviour of {in- ti-Tirs1. 
out || ers : Oh ! Save me, who am *” 
my || Chief among Sinners,and reſcue 

my trembling and departing 

Soul from eternal Miſery. | 

Freely, and from my Heart, for- - 
dai-Wgive all mine —_— Oh /Do 
ponſthou, in the abundant Riches of 
4 thy Mercy, forgive me. Accept 
Dh : | 


of 


4 þ 
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of ſuch- recompence, as I am 

able ro make to thoſe, who have 

iufterd by me, and make up the 

wrongs, which I have done to 

any, and which: now I am n0 

longer able to repair. Supply 

allthat to them, and their Fa- 

milies,by thy mercy,which they 

have loſt by* my wickedneſs, 

that they may neither be temp- 

ted nor burden by tlic loſs, nor 

I tormenred. by. the puniſhment 
accruing thereby. 

Give me ſtrength, O/ Al- 

. mighty and moſt mercifulLord, 

+Addtheſe under + my laſt Agonies. Help 

#exceM. me, to. bear all patiently, -and.ſ 

to refign my ſelf holy to thy | « 

Mercy. Let the example ofmy | 1 

Fall, be a warning to others,that | 

the prevention of their Crimes . 

/ 


may make ſome reparation for 
thegreivousScandal,whichlhaveſo 
given by mine. And tho I traſt þ5 
thy Juſtice in my ignominiousſt: 
Death, yet, O! Gracious Fa-JV 

ther, 
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m | ther, let me find the {ſweetneſs 
ve | of thy mercy after'it, for my 
he | deareſt Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
to | Chriſts ſake, Amer. 


10 

ly -—_ 

4- - | 

© Lord, ſave me, for I flee nn- 


is, | to thee for ſafety. Save me, or 
p- | elſe I periſh everlaſtingly. Save 
or | me a wretched Sinner, Q ! Ffe- 
ne | 4, tnou Saviour of Sinners, T 
| have been a loſt Sinner, but 

thou f-CameF? wo and ſave FLuke1g. 
that which was loff, And after '%: 
all my woful and wretched 
| courle of Sins, my own moſt 
deſerved afflitions,and thy moſt 
undeſerved Grace, 1 hope have 
| brought me now at laſt ro true 
{Repentance ; and thou haſt Or- 
der'd * Repentance and remiſſion * Luk. 24. 
Bf Sins, to be Preach'd to all 47: 
Sinners. Oh-/ Save me a peni- 
Jtent Sinner, and as thou didſt 
with + The Theif upoy the Croſs, TLuk-23, 

receive *3* 


| 
| 
| 
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receive and comfort me in this. 
my laſt Hour, Amen. : 
Our Father, &c. 


E JACULATIONS 


For him at the time of 
| Execution. 


N TO thy Hands, O ! Lord, 
I commend my Spirit, Amer. 
[ return thee a Spirit, alaſs / 
loaded with Sins : But waſh'd I 
humbly hope withthe tears and 
{orrows of true Repentance. - 
Lord graciouſly accept my 
Repentance, and pardon my Ja 
Sins,for the Merits of that moſt Jt] 
Precious Blood, which was ſhed fa 
to waſh away the ſins of all rru-ſh 
ly and penitent Sinners, Amen. - 
fo 


| | {1 
Prayers 


sS. | my 


| PRAYERS 
[PRISONERS 


/| CRIMES: 


4 VIII: 4 Thankſetving for delive- 
d, rance out of Priſon, whither 


en. | they had been juſtly committed - 


8/1] for capitalCrimes. 


nd | l 
| ! Almighty Lord, who 
my art the bleſſed Author of 
my fall Life & Happineſs, with a moſt 
oft [thankful Heart, I humbly adore 
red and praiſe thy Mercy, which 
-ru-hach now lent me my life anew, 
en. Jand reſcued me out of the jaws 
. Jof Death: My Sins, had ſet a 
ſnare for my own Life, and I 
Ers | -had 


87 


88 


. at theſame time they threaten'd 
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had digged a pit for mine own 
Soul. Yea, my ungodly ways, 
had moſt heinouſly injured thee, 


to deſtroy my ſelf: And yer, 
neither my own madneſs i 
ſeeking miſery ; nor the reſent- 
ment of the greivous wrongs 
thereby done to thee, could pur 
by thy Love, O! Father of 
Mercies, and God of all Com 
forts, from ſhewing mercy u 

to me. [called out to thee, andl + 
was holpen; I put my Truſt i 


| thee, and was not confounded, | ' 


ſought thee earneſtly, and thay * 
waſt found of me. The ſnare if ' 
broken, and I am delivered. Thi 
Pit is cover'd, and to the glory! 
of thy free Mercy, and tendgc 
Care of me, I have happily 1 
caped : For which all praiſe any 
thanks be ever aſcribed ro theſſ1i 


thro Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Am! ke 
| Fre 


II. Aﬀgal 


for Crimes. 
II. 


And Lord, keep, the memo- | 


ry of this ſurpaſſing Mercy al- 
ways freſh upon my Spirit,and 
let me ever þe praiſing - thee 
for the ſame , with joyful Lips. 
Never ſuffer me ' to forget 
the vows, which. I made in 
my diſtreſs; but let my whole 
life be one acceptable. Sacrifice 
to thee my Redeemer, and make 
all my ations to ſhew forth thy 


# Praiſe. When | was in Trouble, 
1 O / Bleſſed Lord, it was not fo 
| much out of the love of Life, 


as out of the love of innocence, 


thatI deſire to be Reſpired.' Oh / 


Grant me' Grace:now to' employ 
my Life, as I then deſigned ro 
do and to make good now, what 


£1 did then pretend. Fix me un- 


alterable in all the ways of God- 


# lincſs, which I have begun. Pre- 
g ſerve me from Repeating any of 
gmny former wickedneſles, eſpeci- 
\gjally this Great one, which was 


{o 


go 


Prayers for Priſoners 

ſo like to bring down vengeance 

on my Head for all the Rell. 
Tho I am cleared thereof be- 
fore men,yet I know,Q / Righ- 
teous Lord, that I ſhall ever 
ſtand Guilty of it before thee, 
unleſs I ſhew true amendment 
of the ſame, and make Reſti-Þ 
tution for all the wrongs done 
to any thereby, in the beſt ſort 
Ican, Oh / Keep me ever ready 
to do that fully, whatever it 
colt me ; and carefully to ſlipſ; 
no opportunities of doing theſ, 
n 


ſame. And make me ſo watch- 
ful, to ſpend all the remainder 
of my Days, in all holy and B 
Thankful obedience, that I may i 
not only have the Purpoſes andſ,, 
Promiſes of Repentance, which, 
alas / wasa great part of what, 
I had to ſhew before, but the.. 
Proofs thereof to produce, and, 
to comfort my heart withal onf 
any new Alarm. And theng,. 
OQ! Gracious God, when thou; 


ſhal 


for Crimes. 

ce | ſhaſt bring me to fear Death 2 
ſecond Time, thy bleſſed will 
&- | be done,andby thyGrace I ſhall 
h- | be able, and in condition to bid 
Er | it welcome, thro the merits of 
, | my bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
nt} Telus Chriſt, Amer. 


M11C IIL- 


oth Once more Bleſſed, yea, for 
dy | ever Bleſſed be thy Great and 
Glorious Name, O! Almighty 
Father, for bringing me into this 
Diſtreſs, as well as for bringing 
J "Jme out of it. I reverence thy 
_ uſtice, for bringing ic upon me. 
2EBut at the ſame time, 1 moſt 
2Jthankfully own thy Mercy, 
a which , when all other ways 
ich failed, would order this to re- 
hat duce me to thy Self, and to 
th&nake me break off my wicked 

ourſes. 
And ever deal with me, O! 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour, in 
Fhis manner, Diſtreſs my Body, 
E when 


JT 


j 92 Prayers for Priſoners &c. 


when thou ſeeſt that is neceſſary 
to ſave my Soul. My Fleſh is 
very deſirous of caſe ; but my 
Heart, O! My God, thro 
i the help of thy Grace, is 
li more deſirous of Innocence : 
| And whatever elſe I am given 
up to feel, let me not lie har- 
den'd and paſt feeling in mySins. 
i Spare-not the Rod of Diſcipline 
towards me, - when thou. {eſt 
| there is need thereof to makeme 
wiſe; and let me paſs, tho it 
be thro-preſent Miſery, if that 
alone can keep me in the way 
to thine eternal Mercy. Whic 
Grant, O! Almighty, and moſt 
Gracious Lord, that I may here 
comfortably hope for, and ar 
laſt injoy, for our Bleſſed Savi- 
our and Redeemer JeſusChriſt's 
lake, Amen. 
Qar Father, &c. 
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PRISONERS 


FOR 


DEBT. 


L. Soriptures for Priſoners for 
wr Pri 


Debt. 


Pſal. 142s ” Pſal. I'J0, 
Lev. 19. V- Ii. to / eut. 24. V. 10. t0 
V. IG, V. 16. 


Luk, I2, Yo 22, to Chap. IJ. V, 7.60 


_T. 


"I HE Lord executeth judg- 


. ment for the oppreſſed, the 

Lord looſeth the-Priſoners. Plal. 
I46, 7: 415-4 
| E 2 7 


93 


a4 Scriptures for Priſoners, 


T have ſent forth thy Priſoners 
out of the Pit, whereinis no Was 
zer. . 

Turn ye to the Strong hold, y 
Priſoners of hope. Zech- 9.11,12. 

I give thee for a Covenant to 
the People, that thou mayeſt ſay to 
the Priſoners, go forth ; . to them 
| that are in Larkuf, ſhew your 
it ſelves. Wa. 49. 8, 9- "FER 
if The Lord heareth the' Poor jand 
j deſpiſeth not his Priſoners. Plal., 
69. 33: Bo 
He ſatisfieth the longing Soul, 
and filleth the hungry Seul with 
goodneſs. | 

Such as fit in darkneſs, and the 
ſhadow of Death, being bound in 
Afﬀiiftion and Irog. | 

Becauſe they rebelled againf? 
the Words of God, and contemned | 
the Councel of the moſt High. 

Therefore he brought down their 
Heart with Labour ., they fell, 
aud there was none to help. 

Then they cryed unto the Lord 
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for Debt: 


in their Trouble; and he ſaved 
them out of their Diſtreſſes. 

Fe brought them out. of Dark= 
neſs, and the ſhadow of Death, 
and brake their Bands in ſunder. 
Pſal, 107.9, 10, L1, 12, 13, I4-» 


I. 
The wicked borroweth, and payeth- 


;not again. Plal. 37. 21. 


Defraud not one another in any: 
matter.- 1. Thel. 4. 6. | 
For he that doth wrong, ſhalt. 


'recezve for the wrong which. he-' 


hath done, and there is no Reſpect 
of Perſons. . Col. 3.25... 
Render to all their dues, Owe.- 
0 man any thing, but to Love one 
another. Rom. .13..7, 8". 
Have Patience with me, and. 


| Twill paythee all. . Mat, 18. 26... 


III. 
Forgive us owr Debts, as we. 
Forgive our debters. Mat. 6.. 12... 


A ſervant was brought unto his 
E.3; Lord,". 


9« Scriptures for Priſoners, 


Lord, who ought him ten Thous 
ſand Talents. p” 

" And for as much as he had not 
to pay, he defired Forbearance : 
And the Lord was moved with 
Compaſſion, and lozfſed him, and 
forgave him the Debr. | 
. But the ſame Servant went out 
to his fellow fervant,which ought 
him an hundred Pence ; And he 
would Grant him no Forbearance, 
But laid Hands on him, and caft. ) 
him into Priſon till he ſhould pay 
the Debt. | 

Then hi Lord called him, and 
faid unto him Oh ! thou wicked 
Servant, 1 forgave thee all that 

; Debt, becauſe thou defiredf} me: 

ShouldefF not. thou alſo have 
had Compaſſion on thy fellow-Ser- 
vant, even as Thad Piiy on thee? 

And his Lord was wrath, and 
delivered him to the Tormentors , 
till he ſhould pay all” that was 
aue whto him. bh . 
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for Debr: 


So likewiſe ſhall my Heavenly 
Father do alſo unto you, if ye from 
your Hearts forgive not every 
one his Brother their Treſpaſſes. 
Mat. 18.. 24, to 36. 

Towhom much is forgiven, the 
fame loveth much. Luk. 7, 47. 


IV. c 


Hath not God choſen the Poor 
of this World, rich in Paith, and 
Heirs of the Kingdom, which he 


hath promiſed to them that Love 


him > Jam. 2. 


Bleſſed are the Poor in Spirit, 
. for theirs is the Kingdom of Heas 


wen. Mat. 5. 3+ | 
T am inftruFed, both to be 


full, and” to be hungry ; both to- 


abound, and to ſuffer need. Phil. 
4+ I2. 
As having nothing, and yet poſ* 
ſeſſing all things. 2. Cor. 6. 10; 
Glory be to the Father, &c. 
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PRAYERS 


FOR 


PRISONERS 


DEBT: 


1. The General Prayers for Priſoe 
zers, Which the Priſoner for 
Debt, may find for his uſe-in 
the foregoing OFFICE. 

And For the more particular 
neceſſities of impriſond Deb- 
ters, theſe Prayers following 
may be made ue of. : 

IT. Particular Prayers for Priſo- 

mers for Debt. 


i. The indebted Priſoners Prayer, 
for clearing the ſtore of hisSins. 


! Almighty.and moſtRigh- 
teous Lord, my worſt 
Debts 


5= PI 


if SA 


Prayers for Priſoners,” &c;- 9 


Wl | 


Debts are my Sitis, which are 
many and greivous, and which 
are.all tobe accqunted for to.thy 
j uſtice. And * who may abide » * Pf, 130. + 
ſhouldeſt thou be extreme to mark 3: 
what we. do amiſS> Much leſs 

could . I' abide, . who have - 
done amiſs extremely, and haye . 


[. Þ brought, not only 


the fear. of thy future 


Wrath, but my- pre- 
ſentreſtraint and ſor- 
rows upon mine own 


Head, by. my ownevil 


Doings. ] 


+ This,when the Debts - 
are Contrafted by our © 
own Faults, in Luxury 
or Miſpence. But if thro + 
innocent Misfortune, and 
mere Hand of Provi- 
dence; inſtead of brought 
not enly, &c. ſay, De- 
ſerved, nor only to be . 
made a Priſoner tor the 
ſame, in this uncomfor. 


table 'Place, but to be committed among the loft Angels, - 
to Chains of everlaſting Darkneſs, till the. Terrible Judgs 


ment of the great Day. 


But O! Gracious Lord, 1 
am ſ{enſible-of my wickedneſs, . 
and am truly Contrite and Sor- 


' ry for my Sins. And altho this 


ſenſe of. my Sin and Folly,comes - 
too iate to. prevent this-my un- 
comfortableReſtraint,and world- - 


ly Miſery : Yet 'tis not too. late, 
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100 Prayers for Priſoners 


ro move thy pardoning Mercy. 
Oh ! For Chris ke. Arike * 
theſe Scores, that they may 
neirher ſink my Soul, nor 
* in C:ſe terrify my Conſcience. [ * Par- 


of Ocers, ticularly, Oo ſ Gracious Father, j 


cOntratted 


ty meer ſtrike off the Score of all thoſe | 
£:an1 of Sins, and expenſive Vices ; and ' 


Provi- | { 
dence, nit Of all my unlawful,or unwiſe and 


thi within elf. will dProjets;and. of all my 
te: Hooks, . Ws ; * 
impoveriſhing NegleQs,or Mil- 
managements;which have drawn 

all theſe ſtreights and hardſhips 

upon my felf, and have brought 

all this dammage and trouble to 

my Creditors. ] Cleanſe me of 

all the guilt of theſe Sins, 

Good Lord, that my Soul may 

not hereafter be made aPrifoner, 

or arraigned again for the ſame, 

at thy dreadful'Bar. And when 

once thou haſt blotted out thine 
account againſt me, I ſhall the 

better bear to have mine earthly 
Creditors exaQ theirs ; and pa- 

tiently endure their Rigors, in 


s 


i 


v3 PE INGTIERE 


hopes of thy free Mercy and For- | 


givenels, 


{ 


for Delr.. 


giveneſs, thro the merits: and 
latisfaftion of my Bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, Amer. 
Our Father, &c. 


PRAYERS 
PRISONERS 


FOR 

þ. Et 

DEBT: 
II. A. Prayer for Mercy from his 

Creditors. . 

(): Father of Mercies , 
” move the Hearts of all, 
who have ſenr me hither, and 
who have it in their Power to 
ſer me Free, to have pity on 
me. Touch their Humanity and 
good Nature, with a compaſſio- 
nate feeling . of . what 1 ſuffer. 
Let a ſight of my neceſlity, pierce 
their Souls and move theirCom- - 
paſſion;yea,moreover,maketheir 
conlciencesSenſible,O!/Lord, how 


for their 0wnSouls lake,they are 
indif> - 


1 OT. 


Prayers. for. Priſoners, 
indiſpenſably obliged to ſhow 
Charity towards ſuch Debters, 
as are ſincerely willing and de- 
firous to: pay them what rhey 
owe them, but cannot do it. 
Shew. them, that all fnners are 
Debters ; and that they are thy 
Debters, as well as] am theirs; 
and that for infinitely greater 
ſums than mine is. Yea,.and 
that tliey are no more able to 
pay thee, O. God, than I am 
able to pay them. 

— Oh/ then, that theirown Ne- 
ceſlity may make them wary, 
and prompt them to ſhew Mer- 
cy.. That they.may have patience 
with me, till I canraiſe as much 
as.I am able, towards the dif- 
charge of their Debt ; and mer- 
cifully forgive the reſt, when 1 
can raife no more. Oh / That 
they may not. be rigorous, in 
exacting the Hundred Pence, 
which. I am not. able to- pay 


+Mat-18. chem ; becauſe then thou Þ de- 


#35 Us 


clareſt, that thou. likewiſe wilt. 
| exad?. 


for Deb. 

v | exad the. many thouſand of Ta- 
3; | Zents,which they are as unable to 
> | pay thee. And that thus, by 
y f mutually ſhewing Mercy, we 
t. | may all be prepared: to receive 
e | it at thy hands, for thy dear | 
y | Son, ourmoſt bleſſed Lord and | 
5 Saviour, Jelus Chriſt's ſake, 
C Amen.. 
d Our Father; &c. 
0 —— "I 
| PRAYERS 

FOR 
"| PRISONERS 
” FOR 
| DEBT. 
h » 
: It. Prayers for an Heart, to be 
I HoneFt to ” Creditors. 
£ 
a (): a Lord, who 
b f love? Righteouſneſs, xipr.ye.7.; 
7 but hateſt Tniquity ; for me not ©&Pl.11.7. 
- take uy with. a Priſon, as aa | 
c, Att 
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Prayers for Priſoners 


Art of Defrauding-; nor chuſe 
to reſt thus uncomfortably con- 
fined in mine own Perſon, to 
teave the guilt and curſe of ill 
gotten Goods, and of unpaid 
Debts,to my. Family. Make me. 
willing,O / God, to do juſtice to 
all who are any way concerned 
with me, to the utmoſt of that 
worldly eſtate, which T have to 
diſpoſe of: And ready. to give 
every man. What. I owe him, 
tho' I keep nothing to my ſelf, 

but am left thereby to-live upon 
thy good Providence.. If want 

muſt be my ſhare, Oh ! Letme 

wang the Conveniences;. or even 

the neceſſaries- of Life, rather 

than the innocence thereof. And 

grant good Lord, that the place 

of my wanting, may be here 

in this world, where my wants 

will ſoon have an end; nor: 
hereafter in the next world, 

where they will know no end, 

for Jelus Chriſt's ſake, Amer. 

IL, Ena- 


—" 


- > 190-04 en" =p" CO 


for Debt. 
I. 
. x i 

Enable me, O / BlefledLord, 
if rhou pleaſeſt, by thy good 
Providence, and put me again 
into a Condition, fully to dil- 
charge. and clear my Accounts 
with all my Creditors. Let none 
of them, O / My God, be l[o- 
ſers in the end by me. But bleſs 
me in my ways, that I may 
have enough wherewithal to ſa» 
tisfy all their juſt Demands,and 
give me an Heart to pay it out 
accordingly, and that with 
thankfulneſs for their Forbea- 
rance, and without unneceſiary 
delays. And diſpoſe them to 
have patience with me, till 


this can be done. And ſuffer 


not me in the leaſt to abuſe thar 
Patience ; but make me apply 
my {elf diligently, to raiſe it 
for them, as faſt as I can, and 
honeſtly to pay it to them as faſt 


as I can raiſe it for them. 
But 
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Prayers for Priſoners - 

But if Tam not able to pay 
them -all that - I owe them, 
grant them the Heart to forgive 
me what: I cannot pay. And 
fince what. is thus giver'to me, 
is given tothe Poor ; look up- 


#rov.19.0n it, O /. Lord, as Þ lent to 


17. 


thee, and.be. thou their pay-Ma- 
fter. As they very charitably 
conſider my Neceſfities, do. thou 
carefully preyent theirs : And 
whatſoever they abate to-me of 
my Scores,. do:thou make up a- 
bundantly- to them and theirs 
by thy good Providence. . 

And after they have forgiven 


me, tho Lam no longer an{wer- 


able to-themin Law; yet make 
me ever {enſible, O! God, that 
T -ſtill owe the ſame to them in 
Equity. And give me always 
the heart to repay,.. whatſoever 
they -Acquit, if. eyer thou ſhalt 
= me in a Capacity, either 
y proper Payments, or by 
grateful Offices, ſato do. _ 
y- 


—_— 


—_— 


for Debt: 


by living always in this inward 
readineſs and preparation of 
Mind, to do them all exact 
juſtice ; tho' I can never fully 
clcar my Debts, yet by thy 


'Grace I ſhall clear my Conlſci- 


cence, and be fit,. not only for 
their Charity,. but alfo for thine 
eternal Mercy, thro the merits 
and mediation of my bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour,. Jelus Chriſt, 
Amen. 


PRAYERS 
PRISONERS 


FOR 


_DE BT: 


IV. 4 Thankſgiving for a Priſo= 
mer for Debt, on his. Releaſe 
from- Priſon. 

| 


\ / Father of Mercies, and 
God of all Conſolations, 
F the 


207 


4 
| 
8 01 
4.14 
i 
i f 
+ } FI 
[1 I. 4 
4 id 
WS |: 
i we 
# 
{of 
[1 1-0 
þ 1 p 
| {9 4 
, 4. 
| 
it 
' 
j 4 
4. 
\ {Þ+* 
{ 4/5 
ſi 'Þ? 
P Ya 
{ a 
[1 
f 
£77 
no" 
Y 1% 
| ji 
INES | 
yi 
' 4 
- Fir5 
: Z 
i 
| It 
: 
0 | 
F i! 
T 
f 
i [3 
i 
| ! 
i i 
q } 
1 
i 9 
41 
L 
it) 
bi 
i N 
i 
it 
il 
1] 
i 
| | 
| \& 


Prayers for Priſezers 


Toon 79-F the fighings of the Priſoners 


have come before thee, and thou 
haſt graciouſly heard my Pray- 
er, and ſer my fcer at Liberty. 
To thee, O. ! Bleſſed Lord, do 
I owe this comfortableFreedom,. 
Which I have now obtained ; 
and to thy Boundleſs and un- 
deſerved Mercy, will I ever 
thankfully aſcribe it. And,Oh/ 
That in all my Life, and thro: 
the whole courſe of my Con» 


verſation, I may ever remem-- 
ber, that I am thy Freeman. 


O! That I may always adore 
and praiſe thy Goodneſs, for 


my Deliverance, and walk ſo.| 


humbly, and. thankfully, and 0- 
bediently towards thee, as may 
ſhew that I am never unmind- 
fu!, that thou gracious God, 
haſt given me my Liberty, and 
that I am ever. to improve and. 
ſpend it to thy Glory, thro Je- 
ſus Chriſt my Lord,. Ames. 


And 


Mh—_ 
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for Debt. 


II. — 


And Lord, let me never loſe 
thoſe good Thoughts and Pur- 
poſes, nor forget thoſe Vows, 


.| which I made to thee when I 
3.1 was in Trouble. Give me a 


mind ſuired in all things. to 
my Circumſtances, andGrace to 
deny my ſelf, and to ſtudy to. 


| the utmoſt of my Ability to 


do juſtice to. all my Creditors. 
Never ſuffer me, to forget their 
kindneſs in my Releaſe, nor 
to give them any juſt Cauſe to 
Repent of it : Nor do thou ever 


-| forget it, O ! Merciful God, 


bur remember it always for their 
good. Keep me thankfully 


| Senſible of all the kindneſs of 


my Friends and Neighbours, of 
all who did me any good Of- 
fices, who. ſhew'd me Counte- 
nance, or ſupplyed my ' Ne- 
ceſſity,” in the days of my Ad- 
verlity. © Oh Do thou _ 

each 
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each ofthem thatRequital,which 
I ought to do; and keepme al- 
ways Willing and ready to re- 
quite them, after the beſt man- 
ner I can; and; when I am a- 
ble to do no more, to pray ear- 
neſtly to thee,that thou would- 
eſt make up for me whatever 
returns, of kindneſs I fall ſhort 
Iz. | 
Remember- alfo, I humbly 
intreat thee, O! Moſt merci- 
ful- Father, all thoſe poor. Pri- 
{oners, who are ſtill under their 
uncomfortable Reſtraints,. and 
in thy good Time, do the ſame 
for them, which in thy Mercy 
thou haſt now done for me. 
Oh! That Þ+- having. felt the 
ſame in my ſelf, 1 may ever have 
a.. molt compaſſionate Sence, and 


tender Feeling of their Afflicti- 


ons, and may joyfully embrace 
all opportunities of recommend- 
ing them to the pity of, others, 
eſpecially. of. thols Perſons, 

| from 


for Der. 


from whoſe Charity they areto 
hope 


for their Releaſe, but a- 
bove all, O ! Bleſſed God, of 
Recommending them to thine 
everlaſting Mercy; which 


Grant, that both they, and T, 


and all thy faithful People, 
may ever earneſtly Seek, and 
ſuccesfully Find, for the ſake 


| of our only Saviour and Redee- 


mer, Jeſus Chriſt, 4MEN. 
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